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PREACH OTHHISTORYH HE
NATONALHERARECONFERENCE

hertheNationdlheatr€onference spentonductingterviewanthetelephorendn

agormallprganizad 1931the
needokeepecordshatmight
eventualbeusedn thecompila
tionofitshistoryvagheleasofits
concernfatheasal947ssuef Theatrérts
describatl “TheNationdlheatr€onferenbepes
toremainasitsnamempliesanot-too-heaayd
not-too-defindeganizatidmtratheeamediurfor
theexchang#ideasndofcollectiveervice
betweetheleadingrganizatieatresfallkinds
throughottiecountry ASGusStaubliscoverexs
hebegatoreconstruethahadtakermplacever
thedecadetedescriptionftheNationdlheatre
Conferenasa“not-too-definibeganizatiomas
anaptdescriptioiheraveraalotofgapsthe
organizatignécordsahistoriaghightmare.
ButGusvasalong-timmembearfNT@nda
determinepassionatéstoriarConsequejtiys
historystheresulbfaninordinatamoumnftime

personpoking@tamyriaefpublicatioradsift
ingthrouglthefilesandfolder®ftheNTQecords
heldntheLillyLibraratindian&niversityoone
coulchavelevotedhorgalentenerggindskillin
piecingogethehehistorpfthisprestigiousgani
zation.

GusStauliedn thespringgf2008Although
hehadinishethemanuscriggusievesavhis
HistoryftheNational heatr€onferendrits
publishefdrm If hehadhewouldhaveindoubted
lyacceptaslell-deserveahgratulaticaasdcom
plimentaiththekindofwarmtlandgraciousness
thatvadisstyleGusvasavengenerousarand
thishistorys butoneofthemanygiftshegaveéothe
theatren generandheNationdlheatre
Conferenoeparticula\buldthatvewhoare
membeisftheNTCoulchavefferedurprofound
thankso GusStaun person.

—RKEITHWICHAEL
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Thigs ahistoryoftheNational' heatr€onferend® TC}rincedts formalinceptionn 1931 Thishistory
wascommissiondryNT@resider@arol@randin 2005FortunatelyheearlyhistoryoftheNational
Theatr€onferendspresenteolyTino BalicandLeeNorvelle theirl968vork, TheHistorpfthe
Nationdlheatr€onferengaublishedyNTCAconsiderabiemounbftheinformatiorcontainedh
thatworkis heldn thearchivesftheUniversitgfIndianaLillyLibraryThoseamerchiveloldmate-
rial depositeldterbyvariousfficeroftheNational heatr€onferencEnfortunatelpoteverpresi-
dentnorsecretargincel 96&8epositeahaterialatthelLillyLibrarypecausapparentltherevasnotra -
ditionor mandatéo doso.Thereforéherewill beunsatisfactoryapsn thehistoryof NTGn the38
yeargrom196&o 2006Forthehistorypriorto 1968| havecondensdteinformatiorfoundin the

BalioandNorvellbook.—

heeventsutofwhicltheNational
Theatr€onferengeevbegimwiththe
declinefthelegitimatdeatren
AmericduringandafteMbrid\War .
Whilenanyheatreis Newfork City
closedherealdeclinavasnthe‘roadhouses”
whiclsupportetavelingrofessionadmpanies
throughothenationManpfthes¢heatresere
convertadtomovidousedo discustheissues
andoroblemsfthedecliningyoad, thefirstmeet
ingof TheDramé.eaguwasonvened Detroiin
1913Thregearfateramagazirgevotetthe
atrethroughotieUnite®tated heatrérts
Monthlybegapublicatiodscommercitieatres
diminishedmateor “littletheatresdseofill the
gapAmonthebesknowroftheseveréMaurice
Brows ChicagdattleTheatrayhiclgavéirthto

thePlayerSlulpfChicagtheClevelamiayhouse,
thePasaderdayhoudbgeDallatittleTheatrehe
MemphisittleTheatreand_ePetitTheatreu
ViewCarreofNewDrlean&ndpfcoursehere
weramportariittletheatreis Newrork Citysuch
astheWashingtddquarBlayem@nahe
NeighborhoBthyhouse.
Parallelingeriseoflittietheatrewagheintre
ductiomftheatreourses collegesnduniversi
tiesGeorgRierc8akemaybeconsiderdatepro
genitoof Americaeducationgileatrdn 1895he
introducexhtothecurriculuratRadcliff€ollege
cours@n thedevelopmesfdraman thel9thcen
tury Therheenlargekisscopén 189 Avitha
coursentitledTheDram#&roml1642othePresent
Day Aftetheturnofthecentupheofferea
coursé playwritinigr bothRadcliffendHarvard



studentdmonthosevhaooktheplaywriting
coursevereeugen®’NeillSidneowardand
PhilliBarryAsanoutgrowtbfthiscoursan 1905
heintroduceBnglish7,aformatoursén play
writingPerhapwmoresignificantBakecreateth
1912hisfamoust7Workshop,ih whictplaysvrit
tenin English7wereagivepubligperformance.
SadlMavad neve ofidalyrecanizel B&ke’s
“47TWorksh@,;” andfinaly Baler left Harvad in
1P5t0 beeomehead ofthe gradete dgoatment of
dramaat Ydewhaehewes provded with awdl-
equppal epeimad thetre.In thesameyex,
Bakeyé&ductiond thetrework wa recanizel in
theFebruayissueof Thaatre Ats Mothly, which
presaed ama pinpaningtheplacesin theUntied
Saeswhee hisinfuenewes spnificant In addtion
toworkingin theprofessiond thedtre, Bka'sforme
sudeswereteechingthedre a Nothwestem
Universiygldelury @llege, Uniersty of Céifomia,
andtheUrnvesty of Noith Caoling Chad Hill.
Bakewasottheonlyimportargioneein edu
cationaheatrdn 1913ThomadbodStevens
establishadepartmeotDramatCarnegiech.
Stevensurriculumotonlyemphasizpthywriting,
butalsaheothemaspectstheatricgroduction,
includingoursem actingdirectinggceneriight
ing,costumeesigrancdtheatrenanagement.
Steverssemblagignificaf@cultyncluding.
IdenPayn&; hestétallaceandSirWillianiPoel.
PaynandBakewereivaledn educationthle
atrdeadership/Bakes'studenEredericKoch.
AftestudyingithBakemKochookapositiomtthe
UniversibfNorttDakotayherén 190éhefound
edtheSoclandBuskirClulwhichiouredhestate
presentimqmays remot@rairigowns<oclswork
attractettheattentioaftheUniversiofNorth
Carolin&hapeill,wherdebecamprofessarf
Dramaticiteratun@ 1918Heimmediatdiyrmed
thefamou€arolinRlaymakexadaughtisstu
dentsheartofwritingolkplaysHeediteéndoub

lishedheirworkin thethree-volun@arolindolk
Playsl1941Bytherhehadobtained“ShovBus”
andouredormanyearsvithhisstudengresent
ingtheirfolkplaysotonlyin NortiCarolinbutas
farsouttasGeorgiandasfarnorthasBoston.

Otheleaderm educationdleatrencluded
Alexand@rummonatCornellGarrettevertost
Northwestddmiversjignde.CMabiatthe
Universibflowalndeedi wasMabievhgoined
withLestetongmatheheadafthelowaArt
Departmemd,creatatiowahefirstMRADegrem
thearts Suchvagheactivitgeneratdnythespio
neerghatkennetiacgowaaporteth his1928
bookFootlightAcrosémericahatCarnegiech,
Northwestetaywayale and\ortiCarolinead
givemearlp00performancetssomé7different
plays.

It wagleabyl1924hatsomdindoforganiza
tionofeducationahdcommunitheatrevoulde
beneficiabthesurvivandcontinuegrowtin
qualityn bothtypesftheatrelheDramaeague
attempted providéheleadership thecreatioof
suchanorganizatidmyttheLeagusevecould
seentoobtairasufficiediudgetorcouldt devel
opthenecessasirengtim itsownleadershiphus,
itwaghatin Novembé&B25Carnegiechledby
itspresidenthomas Bakethosted conference
onthe*Draman AmericadniversitiasdLittle
TheatresThaneetingclude@resentationg
suctsignificamdividualssGeorgeierc®aker
E.CMabieandRichar@oleslavsiyreporonthe
talksanddiscussionglicatethathedelegates
agreetbappoinhcommittee organizasecond
conferencéhidatteiconferencleeldn February
1927|edultimatelptheformationftheNational
Theatr€onferencgonsequentiynighbelogical
toargue¢hatheNTCeceiveitisformativienpetuat
Carnegilechin 1925putit wouldhotachievies
nameanddentityntil1931.



hesuggestidorafollow-uponference
tothatatCarnegiechwagakempby
Georgeierc8akewhanviteaver
3,000epresentatioéAmericatimeatres
tomeeatthenewlgonstructedlethe
atretodiscusapossiblrationaheatricairganiza
tion.Som850membeisftheprofessionalduca
tionalandcommunitieatrenetatYaleon
Februaiylandl2,1927toheathecallfora
nationwidbeatricalrganizati@asexpressealLee
Simonsa@dargumeirihatheheadgoncentration
theatren Newvorkcannotontinuandefinitely
Whileéheattendeasthemeetingnanimously
agreedntheneedoranationarganizatiahere
wadittlemonejo supporsuchranentity

In1931Kennetlacgowaecuredgranfor
$2,50@whichwagjuiteasunmofmonegtthetime)
fromtheCarnegleoundatidghrougitheAmerican
Associatidor AdulEducatido paytheexpenses
for30leadersfcommunignduniversitheatréo
meein ordertofindaworkablbasisoranational
organizatiothree-dayonferenseadeldn June
193l1atNorthwestddmiversitfteconsiderable
andsometimé#terdebatehedelegatésally
appointeglcommittesf 15to servasa Councfbr
theorganizatidhatheyentativetalled he
Nationdlheatr€onferenceneCouncivagjiven
theresponsibilibywritingaproposecbnstitution
andoy-laws.

In 1932theNationdlheatr€onference
received$l1,00@ranfromtheCarnegie
FoundatidacovetheexpensésranNTCouncil
meetinop FebruamattheUniversioflowaThe
Councdlecte®eorgeierc8akenspresidentE.
C.Mabiasvicepresideribruniversitheatre;
Gilmor8rowrasvicepresiderfiorcommunitize

atre S .Marionuckemassecretariyirs Edithl.R.
Isaacs—editofTheatrdrtavionthk-ascorre
spondingecretaritennetiacgowaschairman
oftheCouncigndrrederickicConnelbvice-
chairmaaftheCouncillheofficerbavingeen
electedheCounctherdrafte@dconstitutionyt
linecthevariouservicashopedo offertouniversi
tyandcommunitireatregandpreparedarious
formdorapplyinfiprmembershipnFebruai0,
1932theNationdlheatr€onferencameéntofor
malexistence.

Theoriginaplanfor NT@vagodividehenation
intonineregionkaclofwhicthadaregionaliree
torwharepresentdiaetheatregvorkofhighschool,
collegesommunjtgndorofessionaidganizatioms
hisor herregionEachegionatentewouldictasa
clearinghoufseinformatioandmportartheatri
calsupportingpntactén averymportargesture
fortheexistenadNTCEdith).R.Isaacsfferedo
hous¢hecentrabfficaent-freen theNeworkedi
torialofficesfTheatrdrtsMonthlyDuegoractive
membershipNTvereb25annuallfjpranyregu
larlyorganizeatieatrayhetheamatewor profes
sionalthafproducedtleasthredull-lengtplays
yeawithanannuabudgedfatleas$1,000.
Anotherlasefactivenembershiyasaanyregularly
organizexzbllegéheatrproducingolesshan
thredull-lengtplayperyearAsecondlas®f
membershigt$l0annuallyasactivenembership
whichncludethdividuatsonsideresignificant
becausgftheirworkin theatreands10annually
foranassociateembershipranyuniorcolleger
highschodlheatrgroup.

TheNationdlheatr€onferenbadchopedora
duesncomef$5,00@&nnuallyhiclwouldsup
portthecentrabffican bookmailingotheipostage,



andhecessargrrespondentafortunatelye
membershipcoméellwellbelovanticipatiatue
in greaparttothefinanciatrairacrosghenation
broughbnbytheGreaDepressiohheofficersf
NTQurnedotheAmericafsssociatidor Adult
Educatigd AAEandn Novembef1932he
AAABnswerdteimpleavitha$5,00@arnegie
Foundatigranto maintaithecentrabfficethe
granprovide@1,000Theemaindefthefund
wagobeusedosupporsuctprojectaspublica
tionslibrarysurveyandasurvegfhighschoahe
atrearchitectur®@nemmediateseofthegrantvas
anoticaoactivenemberthatNT@vouldaidin
securinglay$orproductioandnformatiocon
cerningoyaltieandperformancightsNTGQvould
alsaidin organizimggiondheatreonferencds.
wouldurtheactasanadvisan developingeatre
librariesnthedesigniny remodelingftheatres,
andntheacquisitiooffundamentguipment.
FinallyNTQvouldactasastimulatanthedevelop
menbftheatrébrarieandwouldlsaconsider
publishinglimitechumbeofselecteobokdy
authorities variouaspectfthetheatreOneof
theresultsfthisnoticavaghediscovenfthelack
ofbasitheatrébrariesandherealizatiothathe
absenag fundamentakatréooksn smaltown

librariesvasaserioudeterreribthedevelopment
ofanyon-gointheatrgroupn suchocales.

To alleviatiheseriousonditionfmeagedhe
atrdibrarieNT@ublishedseriesfhandbooks
includiniRosamori@ildesATheatr&ibrary
(1932) StanlayicCandlesdViethodf Lighting
theStag€1932) Richar@8oleslavsksxctingthe
FirstSixLessor(4933) andeEditHsaacs’
ArchitecturiortheNewl heatr€1935)In 1934,
NT@lsanauguratespecidibrarymembershap
$5annuallhatvoulgrovidéenformatioonthe
atrebook@ndothettheatricahaterial§.hdibrary
membershipasjuitesuccessfuith98libraries
acrosthenatiornoiningpy1935.

TheNationdlheatr€onferenoead@another
importardgontributioim theearly1 930%yhelping
thenon-professioaatittletheatre®sisbeing
includedytheFederglovernmeintthe
ProfessiorEheatr€oderherheatr€odéad
beerexpressiyritteriodefineheworkandvages
of Theatric&tagemployeaadViotiorPicture
Machin®peratorsspecialiy Newrkandother
largecitiesAfteconsiderald@dong-terrapposi
tiontothecodeNT@vasablegoobtairdismissaf
thes¢heatresomtheterm®fthecode.



n Octobel934it wasecessdiyr Theatre
ArtsMonthlyo moveonewsmallehead
quarterfsaresultNTGadorentaddi
tionabfficespacat$50permonthThere
therfollowedtheseriousetbacks 1935,
thelong-timeutstandimgadeofNTOGeorge
PiercBakediedGilmor8rowmwaslectethe
newpresidenivhatherhadodealvithanother

seriouproblentheCarnegkoundati@nnounced

it wasvithdrawirfgturesuppotfioralldramatic
enterprisednfortunatedjthougNTGadamern
bershipfnear800theravasnsufficieiricome
tosuppomecessargntrabfficeexpenditures.
nationatonferenaeagalledn Chicagon
Decemb@&0and31,1935Theconferen@nded
withadecisiotoallowNT@odissolvéutbefore
delegatesturnetiometheyallbecameonvinced
thatNT@nusbesaved hewgreetb support,
amontheircolleaguéisroughotienationacon
certeadnembershijpive Thewylsdormedarious
committeésformulatepecifibl T@ctivitiegnd
finallftheyagreetbanothecounciimeetingp the
vennearuture.
Therevasnuchdiscussi@andmanyonflicting
opinionsnhowNTGhouldegrougyutafinaland

cruciameetingmadgossibleya$750Rockefeller

FoundatigrantwasheldattheHoteCommodore
in Newtork CityonDecembe@i7and28,19360ver
strongbjectiorfsomsuchmembeiasEditHsaacs,
it waglecidethatNTGhoul@ontinuasanorgani
zatiotimitedo 25o0fthemostlistinguishé&zhders
inthenon-commerdiaéatrel henewlyecreated
Nationdlheatr€onferenobtained$5,00@rant
fromtheRockefell€ioundatidacovepperating
expensasdocommendeoimportargrojectsA
studpftheroyaltgituatioasit affectson-com

merciaheatresothaiheweandoettescripts
couldbesecuredndastudyfthelibraryneedsf
non-commerdiaéatresndhowsucttheatres
mightooperatgiththeAmericanbrary
Associatiommeetinthoseeeds.

Anextremefgrtunatevenbccurresvherthe
presidemfClevelasi\esteriReserwgniversity
offerethreeoomsvithfreerentandutilitiegor
NTGcentrabfficeAnothaunpliftingventvaghe
1937ecisiohytheRockefell&oundatidainitr
ateanNTQellowshiprojectT hd~oundaticug
gestethatNT@waretighbrten$l1,00@ellowships
eaclyeatoyounglirectorsr designensorder
thatheymighbeablgospenayeadoing
advancetudwteitheauniversityr anoutstand
ingcommunitireatreuchastheCleveland
PlayhousethePasadeRdayhouskFellowship
CommittéradedyE.C . Mabieannouncedthe
1939ssuefNTGnhewpublicatiotheBulletin
thahominationgeredeingcceptddomNTC
membeienlyBythetimetheRockefeller
Foundatidraderminatatieprojectiellowships
hadbeerawardetb 26youngeoplbetweethe
agesf2land3s.

Thdulletjpublshal quaterly wesavey
imprtat nevsouice ofinbrmdionandpregtige for
theNdiond Thedre Coferene Sub&dized bya
Rokddler gan, theBulletines snt & nochage
nd oni/to membes butdso to nensaper editors
anddranacritics libraies, professiond, edu@tiond,
andnoneomnardd thettre peopk, andto anyore
whoasked to beputonthemaling lig. Withthe
effects ofthe fdlowsips andtheabllity to conmuni-
caethroudp the BulletjNT Goeeamenoreand
maeinvipraed. Maerbaship wasinagessal from25
to 50 leedesin dl aress ofthestre. Annalmeging,



commaangin 193, were s&t ontheRiday ad
Sturdy dter ThaksgMngin New York Ciy In 1940,
anev corsttuionwes adoped. Teemsof officers and
merbe's of theexecuiveconmitee werereddined,
andthepresdencywes limied to twoyers, wih two
addtiord yers on theexecuive comnitteefolloning

o contributthewareffortNT@ro
posedo setuptheatricgdroductiorst
eachrrainingampoelevatiemorale
oftheinducteeATrainingCamp
Committeshichnclude&aulGreen
andHallig-lanagdpavisyasreatetb oversethe
useofa$55,00@Rockefell€oundatiddranto
covetheyeard 941-45TheorojecbegaatFort
BragandrorBlissandtheimpressiwpliftingf
themoral®ftraineegarticipatingtheatricgro
ductionsausetheWar Departmetaextenthe
TrainingCampProjecandevenoincludd.6hours
ofinstructiom theatricartsobegivemthe
Speci@ervicasfficerFrainingchoat
Washingtand_edJniversi#nothdrighlsue
cessfuwbarprogranvagheWarBondProjeciThe
projecbegawherthePennsylvagiammunity
Theatrm Harrisburgresenteaproductioaf
KaufmamnadHars BroadwayccesTheManwho
Cameo DinnerdirectedyNT@nembdfenneth
RoweTheStatd heatrim Harrisburggeating, 200,
wagslonatefteeofchargeAdmissiomaypur
chasefwarbondsanginfrom$25.9%0$1,000.
KaufmamndHarattendettheproductioandaute

thepresdentstermof ofice Thinggwereloking
goodfor therevidizel Néiond Thestre @nérence
andthenev\viga provided whd wes necessaty to
met the demands oftheScondWorld War

graphesixcopiesftheirplaytobegiveriothe
persongurchasirtgehighestenomination
bondsMorgharonemilliondollarsn bondsvere
soldWorkingundethesupervisiaitheTreasury
DepartmeabdtheNationdlheatr€onference,
Rowsupervisaetherwarbondoroductions”
acrosthecountry

Duringhewardemobilizatiperiocbf1944,
NTCreatetivoveryusefuprojectsl hdirstwaghe
presentatiofnon-professioshbwatthevarious
armyhospital3hesproductiongjoughmitedn
lengtlandsceniadornmergrovidedecessary
entertainmdotthoseecuperatifigpmbattle
injuriesThesecongrojectheadeldyRobert
Schnitzevasa\eterasCounselilggrvicordis
chargedeterarseekingformatioconcerning
educatioor employmentsomereaftheatrdn
all,theNationdlheatr€onferenbadcontributed
in severalignificamtay$sothewareffortandthe
Rockefell&oundatiavasopleasediththework
of NT@hain 1945heFoundati@nnounced
grantoNT®f$155,00frthefive-yegueriod
commencinyl9o46.



heNationdlheatr€onferenshould
certainlgavéeerproudfitscontribu
tiongothewareffortandt hadastrong
financidutureaheawiththesizeable
five-yegrantfromtheRockefeller
FoundatioButeverasNT®adseverauccessful

heintendetbappointommitteésconcentrabe
realizinlylcConnslisionFallscommitte@ame
diatelgetoworkbypresentir§tanfordniversisy’
DepartmeotSpeecindDramavitha$7,000
grantofinancévguniorartists-in-residefelow
shipsnorderttocreatapermaneattachegrofes

projectsupportintpetroopsseriousrganizational sionatepertorgompangsecondommittesstab

problemweralevelopinghesproblemaere
postponed partuntilafteMorlidWar I, but
througithewaryearsmemberomplainiacreased.
AmongthethingINT@owhadhecompetitiaof
thegrowingopularityftheAmericalBducational
TheatrAssociatigAEAR),whicthadhorealmem
bershipestrictiondlT@emberomplaindtat,
unlikeAEA theyhadittleinpuin therunningf
theirorganizatiodficerswee deced bytheBoad
of Trugees andtheoficers andtheBoad desided on
thenomndionandekctionofnevmembes andthe
limi to thenumbe of active merbe's. Clargeswere
dowin comngfor mog ofthemembeship proldens,
bu seerd nevpog-wa projectswee creded whch
gmneaed exdtemanteen aronghe disgunted.
IntheOctobel944ssu@ftheBulletin
FrederickicConnglublishedneditoriah which
hecalledorthebuildingfanewNationalheatre
aftethewarThesignificapartofhisplanvasa
requeshatatleasb00universigndcommunity
theatresacltreatanattachecbmparnyfprofes
sionahctorgilirectorgjesignerandechnicians.
Thenonprofprofessionampaniegouldeable
toprovidéhekindoftheatrexcellend¢bkatvasot
alwaypossiblattemph thecommercitdieatre
whichmustakereasonahpeofitforitsinvestors.
ThenewNT @residenfawyétalkannouncedat

lishedmalgrantsoaidnewplaywrighitscomplet
ingandrevisintheimanuscripiBhenewplay
wrightaidedythisprojecincludedamongthers,
BarrieStavisyhovaghusablegocompleteis
famousammat Midnight
FallalsmversaarevisionftheNational
Theatr€onferenGodefRegulatioms194Ghat
requirethathepresiderindheboardftrustees
beelectedythemembershipeserdteactyeas
annuaheetind.hismoredemocratarganization
oversatwomorenewprojects1 1947TheNew
York TryouStudi@andtheNationdlheatre
ConferendeuringCompanphelryouStudiosed
Hunte€ollegetheatréoallowecentolleggrad
uatesandyoungnerandvomemwhadhadbeerout
ofprofessionhleatréoryearbecausstheway
torehearsandpresermiroductiorsf playssuchas
NoEXxit,tobeseetyactorsagentandheadsf
communitieatreshamighbeableooffetthe
youn@spiranjsbsTheorojectwhichranforthree
yearbeforéundingvasexhausteapparentlyas
quitesuccessfillnesecondndmoresnduring
projectvaghecreationfanNT@ouringgcompany
AsproposelyLeeNorvellatindian&niversjtye
touringompanyouldecomposexftenstu
dents—fiveerandfivevomen—eaulitha
$1,00@ellowshifortheacademiearTheouring



companyouldalsdeprovidedithagranbf
$7,00@persemestéorroyaltiepublicityoffice
expensemdotheigeneraxpenses.

Wien thebudgt wes ajprove, Nowdle sent
annanemaeitsto NTnenes akingthemto nom
inde ore actressandoneector, gadude sudents
preferred. Acompay wes aseEmbed dter audtionsa
Indarg, andrehexdsfor Thelate Christopher
Beamhegan onSetarbe 25,1947 Indana
Lhivesty walvel tution andfeesandprovdel roons
for menbes of theconpany Thgxrodudionop@eal
a IndanaUrivessiy and, dter ashort run, toured for
s£\en monbs. Anoig theplaces vatedwere
Indargpols Cuic Thelre, IndenaSae Teachers
Cdlege, CaeWedern Raene Lhivessty, andthe Sae
Uhivesty oflova Theconpanyrenied Indiena
Universtyik andsdtionwega. Tretourngoom
paywes boh acriticd andfinardd sumess. Ase-
ord ueessul ssaonfoloved, but in 1919, Norvele
annaned thathecoud nolongr seveasdirectar
ofthe project 0 thd dter three highly sucesfu
yeas thetourngproject cameto anend

AsecongrojecbriginateblylL eeNorvellwas
tohavabettelifespanAshegavepthereinof
thetouringompanporvellsuggestéththecre
ateanonprofsummestockheatravithwhatever
fundsverdeftiromtheNTJouringComparmyot

10-

ectHewagivempermissidndoso,andheestab
lishecasummaeheatren BrowrCount8tat@ark,
locatedbouROmilegromindian&niversityith
theaidofA.J.RogerawnepftheBrowrCounty
Stat@arkhotelatentheatravasetupforthe
summesf1949TheBrowrCountylayhouse
receiveexcellemeviewandhadaverysuccessful
andprofitableeasospsuccessfilatherevas
nevearequedoradditiondTQundingSoora
handsontkeatrevasuiltandundethespecial
guidanogfR.KeitiMichaeNT@nembeandirst
chairmaafthelndian®epartmeotTheatrand
DramaheBrowrCountilayhougeewobusand
continugsdaysahighlyegardeprofessional
summestockheatrandheoldesprofessiontile
atrein Indiana.

Thdinalprojecin whichtheNationdlheatre
ConferenemsblgouseRockefell&oundation
monewagheespecialbuccessidgionaheatre
conferencds.1949NTCeceived$7,50@ranto
supporselectedgiondheatreonferencéihe
firstsuctconferenseadeldn Pennsylvaaithe
Carneglastitutef Technologgyl1952wherthe
Rockefellgranended\T@adalscsponsored
regionatonferencestheSouthwetiteSoutheast,
NevEnglandheMiddlétlantic)hio-Illinois-
IndianayisconsiandDakota-Minnesota.



n1951theRockefell&oundatiomotified
theNationdlheatr€onferenteathere
wouldenonewgrantsorrenewaifany
standingrantsThe=oundatidraddecided
thatherevouldedifferententures
whichtsfundsvouldbededicatetlT®resident
Sawyéialkrecognizingedangein whichthis
decisioplacedthisorganizatiomgedNT@ember
shiptobeinventivie pursuingewprojectahileat
thesamémeremainingteadfaisttheircommit
mento NTQOntheothehandthepresidemfthe
AmericaBducationgheatrAssociatiaecogniz
ingthatNT@nightholongebeafreestandiogm
petitgrsuggestdthiN T@neejointlywithAEA.
Certainltheraverggoodeason®rNTdo
considagheAEAproposaln Decembé&®50the
finalissueftheBulletinvagpublishedin 1951the
centrabfficevalosedl heseventsicreasetie
growindisinteresfthegenerdlT@embership,
manyfwhonhadoecomdiscouragégthefact
thatheofficersftheorganizatidradprovidetittle
opportunitprindividuahembetts havenuch
inpuintotheworkoftheNationdlheatre
ConferendaNovemb&B52asurveindicated
thenumbeofmemberdannintpattendheannt
almeetingouldhoteverronstitutequorum.
AccordingRresideRallcancellethemeetingnd
notifiedhemembershipathel953neetingould
beheldn conjunctioniththeAEAmMeetingp New
York.ButtheBoarafNT@idmeein 1953and

electe#frederickicConnelthadheldofficdoronly
ayearandn 1954 eeNorvellwaslectetbsue
ceedhim.Torevitalizéheorganizatiadprvelle
appointedonrogippmaafTulandJniversias
chairoftheMembershifommitteend\N T Get
abouin aconcerteeffortoelechewanddistin
guishethembers.

Theeffortpaidoff,andNorvellwasableo
reporthathel954meetinggaghebesNT®ad
hadn adecadénthefollowingearFrankVhiting
arguethatNTGhouldorgeabouprojectand
becomanhonorarglubforhighlgistinguished
person@haocoulcenjoyafewday®aclyeain one
anothestompaniorvellagreediththeseon
ceptsandPauBakemwhdollowedlorvelland
heldofficdrom195801961sebuttoinvitehe
theatreshostistinguishpdrsonalitiasspeak
ersAmonguclspeakes/ethenexfiveyears
wereJohrGassndfaroldClurmamiordecai
Gorelikandesthedackson.

In 1961theNationdlheatr€onferensaew
presidentheodordehmannauguratethew
projectalledheApprais&rojecandappointedl
committede survewhasignificamaiteratioritbe
Americaheatreadundergorsnca\orid\arll.
Speciahteresvagobepaido playwrightie
professionthleatrehecommunitiieatreegional
nonproftheatresewstagéechnologyewtheatre
architecturthetheatricaludiencandherelation
shipoftheFeder&bovernmentheatrel hecom
mittee@stimatetiatb24,000/ouldbeneedetb
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completiheprojeciNT@rovide#1l,000the
Rockefell&oundatiamontribute®4,000]ufts
Universibffere$2,500andanumbeofsmaller
contributionsoughthe1963otato$10,000Che
Apprais8lrojeatvenforwaré@ndvasompleted
withthe196&ublicatioof Theatren America:
AppraisandChallendeyMarstoBalchRobert
GardandPaulingemkin.
ThedinalprojecofPresideMehmastenure
wagheappointmeotacommittedatvould
revieW TG'structurandconstitutioAmoreder
ocratiproceswagprovidetbrthenominatioof
newmembemndortheelectionfofficerand
membesftheBoardfTrusteesinallyalimitof
100membemaseandhoselectetbmember
shipnvouldepresewutstandimgntributots the
Americaheatrercommercialpn-commerciad,

educationtleatrel heNationdlheatr€onference

wadinallytakingheshapé wouldetairin the2 1st
centuryt wouldhotbemanyearsintilthenewly
invigoratemtganizatiovouldtceaseeetingith
AEAandreturrtoitslateNovembareetingsgthe
BarbizoRlazan Newvork CityPublicatiarfits
newsleti@roadsideyouldesumdt wasinder
theguidanaafpresidenisCurti€anfield 964-
65),Arnold.Gillett€1966-67)andNorris
Houghtaof1968-69hatheNationdlheatre
Conferentaokonthestrengtlandstabilitpfthe
currenbrganization.

In 1967undetheguidanacef Presidetrnold
S Gillettegnothemportargrojectvasnaugurat
ed:thenamingfthePersonftheYearEaclyeaa
persoonsideragensignificaim theAmerican
theatrevagoberecognizedndhatpersomould
beinvitedo make presentatiattheNational
Theatr€onferensahnuaineetind.hePersoof
theYearAvardplacedreatesignificantcetheNTC
presidenbgecaugbepresiderdfteiconsulting

withtheBoarafTrusteesyouldseledherecipient.

Thigprocedureontinugsthepreserdaylt was
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expectatiathePersonftheYeamwouldaddress
thememberaftentheluncheomndeadadiscus
sionandanswesessioafterward hdfirstrecipient
ofthePersonftheYearwadalliglanagdvavis.
DurindgheDepressiodavitadbeerdirectoof
theFederdlheatrBrojecbftheWR.Sheénad
taughplaywritingt\assaandHarvardndaftethe
Depressi@hdbecamieeaadftheDepartmeot
TheatratSmitiCollege.

DurindhetenurefPresideiorridHoughton,
RosamortildewasecognizedthePersonfthe
Yearin 1968andJosepRappn 1969Gildebegan
hertheatricalareeasanassistatd EditHsaacat
Theatrédrtanagazirandwvouldeventualecome
itseditarGildeswidely-redmbok Entetthe
Actressvasamonghefirstimportargtudiesf
womein thetheatrelosepRaphadntroduced
Shakespean¢heParkandjn 1967heconverted
theAstotibraryntoatheatrevhichscurrently
knowrasthePublid@heateAmontheproductions
donaindehistenurevereHairandAChorug&ine
Inall,theJosepRap@ublid heatdragpresented
worksvhichhavevonl380bieAwards40Tony
AvardsandfourPulitzelPrizes.

Norris Houghton wes ane d NICs nodt ddlin:
gquished presdants Rior to his becoming presdent
(1968-69), he hed co-founded in 1954 the Fhoenix
Theatre in Naw York Gty for which he drected ad
Oesgned for many years Rrior to working & the
Fhoenix, he produced sserd Broedwaey hows indud-
ingOnce Uoon a Mittresswhich won the 1960 Tony
Anerd. Ater seningas presdent, Houghton continued
hisillugrious crear & the Fhoenix with ronsuch as
Temess=Williars 27 Végons Rull o Gxtonand
Athur Mlle’'s AMemory o Two Mondays In addition
to hiswork in the commerdd theatre, Houghton dso
snad as deen O Theatre Ats & the Sate Lniversty o
New York & Rurchese and was the author of o impor-
tant books on the theatre, Entrances and Exits Alifeln
and Qut d the Thestre and Ssedsof Modern Drama,



orrisHoughtoradolloweththeNTC
presidentyKendricWilsomvho
servetbrthregrearsl970-73he
Informatioonhispresideneéymeager
becaudberaverdewrecord&ept.
WilsomwvaghefoundeoftheOmah&ommunity
Playhousaorganizatidnatmanyowconsiden
beamonthemostmportardcommunitieatres
thecountrnyWhilatthePlayhousé&/ilsowlirected
theyoundané&ondan severahowaNilson
remainediththePlayhousadirectountilhis
retiremei 1967 Durindnispresidendyoget.
Stever{$970) Zeldd&ichand|€ét971)and
Tenness#¥illiamEL972)werenamedersons
theYearrespectively
Rogek.Stevengasin 1970¢chairmaafthe
Kennedyenteor PerformingrtsHehadustfin-
ishedhisterm 1965-6%sthefirstchairmaafthe
Nation&ndowmeiair theArtsPriortothathewas
animportarBroadwayroducewhoseroductions
included\estSideStoryCatona HotTin Roof,
andAMarfor AllSeasonthelattelofwhichwon
theTonyAvard SteveradsavonTonyawardfor
revivalsfOnYour ToesandDeatlof a Salesman
In1971Zeldd&ichandlevantheartististaff
oftheAren&tagm WashingtoB,Cpneofthemost
significamégiondheatregichandlealongvith
NT@nembeweraMowryRobertsyasamongheco-
foundersfAren&tagén 1976 Aren&tageashe
winneofthefirst-evagrresentdRlegiondlheatre
TonyAvardandundeherdirectiomren&tage

wasponsordgytheStat®epartmeasthefirst
AmericaheatréotourtheSovidtinionHerpro
ductiomfinherittheWindplayetoscoandSt.
Petersburg.1984Fichandleesignelerposition
withAren&o becamehaifthegraduat&cting
programtTischSchoadftheArtdNewrork
University

Bythetimenewasame®ersooftheYeay
Tenness&killiame/aknowrhroughotheworld
asoneofAmericaegreateglaywright8y1972,
Williambadalreadwrittersomefhismostamous
workssuchasAStreetcddame@esirgforwhich
heworthel948PulitzelPrizéor DramagndCat
onaHotTin Roofthewinneofthel95%ulitzer
PrizeHis1952vork,TheRosdattoq wortheTony
Membemseranspiredythevisitwithsuchagreat
playwright.

The presdengyfor thenex three yearswes hed
byGegory Fals (198-79. Falshal been thedirec-
tor ofthe Uniersty of Weshingan Shod of Drama
from1961o ‘71 when heretiredandfaunedA
Coempoay Thetrein Ssatle whee heworked as
ful-imedirector. Aswith Wison Fals pasal ava/in
197 ,andhedested norecordswith thelilly
Libraryhedfaeinforndionis scarce duinghis
tenue Apprentyit wesduingFdls presdengy/thet
theBulletinesresusitated, buttha isdifficult to
estblish snetheeisnofileontheBulletina its
editors.

During RIS presdency; Ruth Mayless wes nemed
Rrson o the Year in 1973, and Rul Genin1974. A
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thetime she was honored, Mayless was heed o the
Thedre Rogram for the Ntiond Ehdonment for the
Ats Rior totha, he hed been drector o the Arerican
Neiond Theatre and Acadamy's Netiond Theetre Snice
Divigon. Throughout the 1980s ad early ‘90s Vayless
wes drector of the Ford Foundation's AtsFrogram $e
wes d0 \ice presdent of the Leegue df Rofessond
Theetre Women, and istheauthor o Theatre Atig’s
Resources
PaulGreergtthetimehewadersonfthe
YearwagrofessmfDramattheUniversiof
NorthiCarolin& hapelill,anddirectonftheUNC
ChapeillInstitutefOutdoodramajyhicthehad
foundedornn NortiCarolinandeducateatthe
UniversibfNorthtCarolin& hapeillandat
CornellGreehadworthel92&PulitzelPrizdor
Draméorhisplayln AbraharsBosomnmtiewrote
othemplayproducenh Newrk,buthethen
returnetb NortrCarolinayheren 1937ewrote
thefamousutdoodramaT hd_ostColonywhich
isstillbeingrresentexhclsummer
Forsomeinrecorda@asortherevaso
awardjivemn 1975Therenayhavdeersomeur-
bulencentheyead 975forit isnotcleaiin the
recordsvhoservedspresidengndt seemwhave
beeratthatimethathemeetinglacdorNTQvas
movetb ThePlayerdub . JayBroadpresiderih
1976-77isnotcertainvhetheneor Gredrallsvas
presidemh 19751t wasn thatyeathathemeeting
placavashangedoutnotwithousomaelifficulty
becaussfirstThePlayerdubresistedincehey
hadhopolicyofrentingutmeetingpace-owever
BroadvasioingaproductiowithAlfredrakeT he
PlayengresiderandDrakentervenezhbehalbf
NTCAlthouglasindicatedherevasotraditiorof
storingecordBroadndalltheremainingresi
dent®fNTG@restillalivesothathishistorganat
leastalluportheirmemorieandmoshavdeen
veryorthcomirendgenerous respondirig
requestsrinformation.

14—

In1975Broadhadbegumistenurasartistic
directoofLondslan&PAFTheatreyherdénepro
ducedavorksysuctplaywrightsMarkMedotind
Albertnnauratdiehadbeerioundeandorodue
ingdirectoofTheatrAtlantél 964-70)hefirst
LORTheatren theSouthTheatrAtlantevagpre
sentetbranextendedinonBroadwandwas
profileadnTVs 60MinutesAmonthework$Broad
createdndpresentaed AtlantaveréRedyVhite
andMaddoandConflicbf InterestHethen
returnetb Newsorkandproducedisplaywhite
Pelicanstarringosé&erreandviorgaireeman.
Conflicof InterestvagproduceldyJosepRapp
andGoodniglsrandpayhiciBroadlirected,
starredliltorBerle.

DurindroadpresidencjohrHouseman
(1976)andDanniNewmgi977)weranamed
PersorsftheYeayrespectivajousemavasorn
JacqudsaussmamdeducateatCliftorCollege
EnglandeforeomingotheUnite®tatesndak
inghisstagaameAnactordirectqandoroducer
HousemdoundedyithOrsoW\éllesthepresti
giousMercuryheatrevhichdidthefamousnd
infamousadioproductioaf War of theWorlds
Housemamoducethanyilmsandelevisigore
gramd-etaughactingitJuilliardvheractorfatti
LuPonandKeviklinavereemongisstudentend
helpetiimformatouringompanyheActing
Companwhichsstillactivéodayin 1976Gerald
SchoenfelthairmaaftheShubefrganization,
wassafeaturespeaker

Deanny Newmen, the 1977 Rrson o the Yeamesa
famous press agant for the Ghicagp Lyric Qperaand the
author of thewiddy usad ook, Subscribe Nowt:

Building Ats Aud ences Through Dnamic
Subscription Rromation. Frd published the yeer
Nenmen spoketo NIG the book is now inits 11the ch
tion. Newmen, who recently retired from the Ghicago
Lyric Qpera, dnisthe author of Tales of a Thestrical
GuruNawmen and members of NTC goert aday



eqloring the often negected agpect o thedtre publicity

Broademembetisaduringhelate1960snd
throughotheearly1 970sexceforafeatured
speakandapresentatitiythePersonftheYeay
thetwoday®fmeetingsereggenerallyiverovero
operdiscussi@amonthememberatraditiothat
continuet somelegremtothel980dt hassince
beemeplacelyvisitdospecidheatrsitesn New
York Cityandtodiscussiomsthsignificatteatre
scholarandartistsaswellasanintroductorses
sionwithnewmembem@ndhepresentatiom
scenesomtheplayselectefbrtheStavidvard.

Aftehispresidend@roadlateractivities
includedvorkattheOdyssd@yeatrim LosAngeles,
theatreriticfortheJewislournabf LosAngeles,
authoofthenationaburinghowTheBigCoca-
Cole&Swamp theSkystarringolleeBDewhurst,
andguedtlirectoattheSchelykovaeatreEestival
in Russidan Nework,hedirecte@®orMillers
DefendintheLightRicharébros TheBrothes
BergandarevivabfhisowrnplayConflicof
InterestHehasservedntheExecutiBoarafthe
Societyf StagBirectorandChoreographarsl
hadeeravisitingrofessatYale Hofstra,
Universiof Souther@aliforni&niversiof
WashingtoandArizon&taté&niversity

In 1978ArthuiMagnewaslectefdresident
andserved978-198W0agnewaghefounding
chairin 1972pftheDepartmeotTheatrand
DancattheUniversibfCaliforni&arDiego,
wheréealsdoundedndheadetheGraduate
Professiorattingrainind’rogranfdirectoand
acton\agnealsacreatedraduat&ctinggrograms
atTulaneQhidStatgndlempleiniversitieldeisa
graduataf StuyvesatighSchoah Nework City
andofEarlhar@ollegélisMastestdegreesfrom

SmitlCollegandhisPhDsfromStanford
University 1972thesamgeain whicthejoined
thefacultatUCSarDiego\agnewaselectetb
NTCHereportshatheattendeglveryeetingntil
1977wherén absentizewaslectedresidentie
wasoncerngtiathemighmisghel979meeting
becaudeewagjoingpnsabbaticdduthewas
assuretthathisvicepresider@ndothelboardnem
bersvouldakeuptheslack\Wagneproposeid
holdthel978neetinop LosAngelessagesturto
thosenemberfsomthe\\estCoast.
Atthaimeetinthedistinguishédectqr
GordobavidsomasiametPersonftheYear
Davidsomagoundein 1967pfLosAngeleMark
TapetForumAmongisproductioregtheTaper
weragwoshowsvhiclwenbntowinthePulitzer
Prizen Dramafhekentuck€yclandAngels
Americdn 1977theMarKlapeiForurmeceived
theTonyAvardor OutstandiRggiondlheatre.
DavidsartiredromtheMarKlapet~orunin 1989
andsnowafreelanadirecto-ormepresiderutf
Theatr€ommunicati@®upDavidsonas
inductethtotheTheatrelallof Fame 2000.
AccordingWagnethel97 imeetingas/ery
successfolitthemajoritpfmembersjainlyrom
theEasindicatethathepreferrethatuture
meetinggeheldn Nework CityAcommittegas
formedo preparéhel979Imeetinop Newrork.
Unfortunatéfagnewasawayn Londofor his
sabbaticandwithoupresidentildadershithe
1979meetingevematerializedisappointingly
becaudeouglagirneMardwago havattended
asPersonftheYearAsaresulbfthefailecannual
meetingsizeableumbeofdissidemhembers
proposetthatNT®edisbanded.
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rthurWagnewasletermindte
Nationdlheatr€onferenemuldot
bedissolvemhhiswatchiHecalledh
meetingfNT@embeistendindpe
AlAconferenaethesummenf1980
andmanagedinstillsufficienttereshthe
Nationdlheatr€onferentefeelconfidenbat
theravouldesignificaattendane¢a National
Theatr€onferenogeetinop Decemheknd,
indeedheravasastron@ttendanaeDecember
1980andasuccessimleetingyhichamongther
thingshonoredloydRichardssPersonftheYear
LloydRichardsasatthetimedearoftheYale
SchoafDramagpositiomehelduntil1991Born
in Torontohemovetb Detroiataveryoungge,
andstudiedramat\Wayné&tatéIniversitéfter
graduatiohemovetb Newsork Cityoseela
careemntheatre-eultimatefpundvorkasa
directoandjn1958hecamiamoutorhisprodue
tionofLorrainélansbersARaisinn theSunHe
alsantroducedugustilsomo Broadwayithhis
productioofMaRainegBlackBottomAwinner
ofaTonyAvardorhisdirectiomfWilsosFences
Richardsadalsavorkedn developmentapaei
tieswithendy\assersteireeBlessing,
ChristophBuranggndDavidHenryHwang.
Relieveahdproudohaveavedl TCArthur
Wagnereturnetb UCSBndo hisprofessional
workatsuclplaceaslLaloll&Playhousgarbiego
Repanddahdshakespeé&restivatieiscurrently
profess@meritugtUCSDavingetiredn 1992,
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buthecontinuas actanddirecprofessionatie
proudlgtatethatheNT@adeermamondis
“highegtleasuremdoridein thecoursefmy
careet
Reube8ilve(1981-82jollowedrthukN\agner
aspresideniilvetookhisBAatWayné&tatd)isMA
attheUniversitf ConnecticandhisPhlatOhio
Stat&niversiily 1961HebecamanNT@ember
in1958In 1968hewaslectetteasurasfNTC
andserveth thatcapacityntilhewaslectegresi
dentlt washecessaltyatheserveolongastreas
urerbecauddT@vasncorporated Ohicand
neededtreasurdromthattateln 1955Silver
becaméirectoofClevelasiKarambousehe
natiosoldesAfrican-Americaturabrganiza
tion.WhilatKaramblouséeworkedvith
Clevelamdtivéangstdtugheslirectinghanyf
Hugheglaysindothetheatricgroductiornsased
onHughegoetnSilvesassistadirectowadis
wifeDorothyn 197ehebecamieeadftheTheatre
ArtgprogramatClevelargtat&niversityherde
remainedntilhisretiremeim 1996.
SilvefeltthatisbeindromtheUSheartland”
gav&NT@broadegeographidaseDuring
SilvespresidendyllerStewa(ii981)andPeter
Zeisle(1982)weraname®ersonftheYearin
1981theNT@adoneofitsmeetingsEllen
Stewast_.aMaM& . TC toheahertalk Stewast’
storysindeednextraordinaoye Bornn
Louisiarendraisedn Chicag&tewanyhoseick
namevasMaMazaméeo Newsorktobeafashion



designeshavorkedorsomgearasaclerkat
Sak§&ifthivenudgutwhernerlifeseemeith be
goinghowhershesoughtutaplacevhereshe
couldperacoffeshomndperhapdoanoriginal
playortwo.Thusvasornin 1961StewastCafé.a
MaMaAsplaysveresoorgivent acquirethecom
pletemamel, aMaM&. TC (ExperimentBheatre
Club)BythetimeshevadNT®ersonftheeay
Stewahadntroducesuchmportartheatrartists
asRoberDeNircAlPacindillyCrystaam
Shepardnd_anforiilVilsorin 1993 Stewavtas
inducteahtotheBroadwayallof FamehefirstOff-
Off-Broadwapduceioreceiveuchanhonar

PeteZeislethel98ZPersonftheYearwas
theco-foundaftheGuthrid@heatrien Minneapolis.
Fomanyear</eislenadbeerasuccessftiage
managdor somefBroadwayhossignificant
showsButhewasvearpfcommercitdieatreand,
duringadiscussiomiththedirectoifyronésuthrie,
theydecidetbattempbestablishtheatrevhere
greaworksouldbedonanrepertoryrhusvas
bornin 1963theGuthri@heatrefMinneapolis,
oneofthegreasuccestoriesfmodertheatrical
art.Zeislewasalsaoservéor23yeargasexecutive
directoof Theatr€ommunicatié®upZeisler
wholikeReube8ilvewadromthe‘heartland,”
gavaneloquertalltoactiortotheatrpeople
acrosthecountryl heNationdlheatr€onference
alscheldoneofits198X%essioraPlaywrights
Horizon§heatre.

OneftheissuesfSilvestenureandonethat
continugsthepreserdayisthatsomevhonwe
invitdobemembei@egladoaccephehonoibut
makadittlecontributioto NT@ndofterfailtoattend
meetingAftehistenuraspresiderndhisretire
menfromClevelar@tat&niversjigilvecontinued
toworkprofessionalythhiswifeonvarioupro
ductiongndheyhavegiverdewistiramaticead
ingghroughotheUnite&tatessraelEuropeand
Russia.

Marth&oigneyaslectetbfollowSilver
(1983-85)Coignagbesknowriorherworkwith
thelnternation@heatrmstituta/Vherelectetb
thepresidenof NTGCoigndyadbeertirectoof
theUSCentasfthelnternation@heatrmstitute
sincd 96Gandhadbeeraccordeih 198he
honoofOfficiedesArtsetLettrebytheFrench
governmeRtiontohertenurevithi TI,Coigneyad
workedattheActorStudiandtherforRoger
StevenfmundinghairoftheNation&ndowment
fortheArtsandioundingeadftheKennedyenter
forPerformingyrtsThel 98 onferendegawith
avisitoJosepRap@ndhisPublidheatefhe
afternoowaspenatThePlayerdubwithapanel
onAdvocaéyaturingdgaRosenbluaitheLong
WharT heatrdjenry.owenstenfitheBonfils
TheatrandDenveCentdorPerformingrtsand
AnndMurphyexecutivdirectonftheAmericafirts
Alliancesaturdagorningeaturedpanebfimpor
tantheatricalesignerdohrLeeBeattyat
ZipprodBeverlgmmongavidenkingndiules
Fisher

Sundagfternoowagjivevetotheformal
lunchandapresentatitnythePersonftheYear:
AdriaHall directooftheTrinitySquarBepertory
TheatrefProvideneadheDalla3 heatr€enter
Hallwhaoholdsanhonorargioctorateomthe
Universitf DelawartgundetheTrinityRepertory
CompamfRhodéslandin additiomo histheatre
work Hallalsowrite@ndproduceforPBS
TelevisiohemewadNT®ersonftheYearhe
hadustfollowe&auBakeasdirectooftheDallas
Theatr€entewherdecreated newprofessional
compankiisworkwasosuccessfilain 1985
fundsvereobtainefbranewtheatréuilding
designdalythefamouarchitedtrank.loyd\fight.

Thel983Xonferensethepatterforwhats
nowexpectaaf NT@neeting®gViththedispensiraf
thelongsessioimwhiciNT@embergportedn
theiractivitieduringheyegmordimewasavail
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abldorvisitations andaroundNework Cityand
formeetingithsignificapractitionecftheatren
thecity Consequenitiyi 984theconferendmgan
withaFridayisitotheActorStudid-ridasgfter
noorandSaturdayorningveregivemmvetopanels
onmoder@actotrainingndnewisionfortraining
futureactorsSundayagievotet apresentation
byanddiscussiomsthJonJorythel1984Personf
theYearJoryvagheartisticirectoofActors
TheatrefLouisvillendthecreatoofthefamous
HumangestivafNewAmericaRlayslorywho
hadfounde@onnectiaitongVharT heatrbefore
becomin@) 1969theartistidirectooftheActors
TheatrefLouisvilléoundetheHumanBestivaF
NewPlays 1979forwhicthereceivedTony
AvardorOutstandiRgegiondlheatréiehassince
retiredromtheActor3 heatrandoecomprofes
sorof ActingndDirectingttheSchoadf Drama,
Universiof\Washington.
Thel98%xonferenaariedlightlyn structure.
MingChd_eethefamouscenidesigngrvas
PersonftheYearbutbecaudeealwaysmughat
YaleonSaturddyistalkanddiscussiamithNTC
membemadeldonFridayeevaornin
Shanght@iparente’howerébothYalegraduatels,
1949thefamilynovetbtheUniteGtatesyhere
Leattende@ccident&lollege LosAngeleAfter
collegbesecuredjobasanassistatdJo
MielzineLeesfirstBroadwalesigwadorthe
1962roductioaf TheMoorBesiegeHewenbn
todesigove20Broadwahowsncludind he
Glas$lenageritn 1983hewona TonyAvardor
hisscenidesigforK2 Hehadalsadoneove30
showtorJosepRap@tThePublidheateaswell
asoperaandballetd.eascurrenttpmembeof
thefacultpf YaleUniversisBchoadf Dramaeis
alsaamembearftheAmericahheatrelallofFame,
andaholdenftheNationdledalsfArts.
SaturdandSundayfthel985meetingere
giverovetowhaCoignegalleda Nordignva
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sion.’Theraveran all60membeisftheNordic
Theatr€ouncWwhaopresenteahddiscussessues
withNTCTheCounchhadnemberfsomDenmark,
FinlandcelandNorwapndSwedeandalthough
theyhadpreviousipewithallmanneof Nework
Cityculturaleaderghegroupeportetb Coigney
thaimeetingithNT@Qvasa “wonderfulational
Americaencountdéorthem.”
Afteservinthreeyearaspresidentoigney
continuekerdistinguishedreeasdirectoofthe
America@entasfthelnternation&heatrmstitute.
Inadditiorsheservedspresidemtftheworldwide
ITIfrom19870 1995Attheworldwideongress
ITlin1995shevasawardethePicassdedaby
theUnitedNationEducation&cientifiand
CulturaDrganizatiQ@dNESC) servicandcom
mitmerbinternationalilture@ndunderstanding.
In1998shesharewvithiTlaTonyAvardorservice
totheAmericatheatrandoworldunderstanding.
Theollowingeashenvasaccordetihehonorof
Officiedel’OdereNationatieMeritebythe
FrenclsovernmehtJanuaigf2003Coigney
retiredasdirectooftheUSCentesfITl,butcontin
uedolecturandgiveaftedinnespeechemnds
currentlgtworkonabookabouher50yearg the
theatréAlthougBoignédgltthatherpresidenof
NTQvasnarketbyafeelingfuneasandconcern
abouthepositioomftheatren Americdife,she
emphasiztéteneedortheatren allhumaicom
munitiebyquotingdaroldClurmaassayintGod
damrnt, theatresahumamight.”
DouglaSookvaslectedresidermfNTGor
theyeard 986-8Previous hiselectiorCookad
beerpresidemftheAmericahheatrAssociation
andheUniversiBesideiiheatrAssociatioDook
holdsaBRAfromtheUniversibf ArizonandanMA
fromStanforéHehadbeerithechairmaafthe
DepartmeotTheatrandDancattheUniversiof
California—Riversaaelvagherheadfthe
DepartmeotTheatrandFilmatPennsylvaBigte



Universitgincd966hehadbeeronthestafbfthe
UtatShakespeé&restivalherdneservedsthe
producingrtisticirectodin 1977hehadprovided
thedesignfthefamousdamShakespedieeatre
attheFestival.

In 1986Marth&oigngywhowagherthe
immediatgaspresidefNTGyasiameéPerson
oftheYearAmongthetthingsCoigneadiscussed
withfelloWNT@nembetdeeventsurroundirthe
Internation@&heatrmstitute’1 986-estival
Nationlseldn Baltimoréarylandih 1987the
PersonftheYearwassredvioshedirectoof
Lincolt€entefheatrandrecipienmftwoTlony
AvardsMoshemnoldsadirectingegrerom
JuilliardAftegraduatidmemovetb Chicagohere
hesoorbecameirectoofChicaggGoodman
Theatrédethermovetb NewsorksLincoliCenter
wherdecreatedrobustheatréeaturingewplay
wrightandnewworksysuclestablish@day
wrightasTenness#illiamandArthuMiller
Amonthenewworkghatheintroducedaslohn
GuarsSixDegreasf SeparatioandDavid
MametSpeethePlowIn additiomo histheatre
work Moshenasalsalondilmandelevisigoro
ductiongdeiscurrentlgdjungbrofessat
Columbidniversi§choaftheArtsAsusualNTC
membeltsstenetbatalkbyMoshetherdunched
withhimandspentheafternooim discussiomith
him.

In 1987theNationdlheatr€onferenBeaard
raisednnualueso$40InthesamgegMNTC
establishasimportamewawardheannuaPaul
GreeRoundatidwardf$1,00@esignedrec
ognizeromisingewalenin thetheatrel hePaul
GreefRoundatiorcipienvagobeselecteolythe
PersonftheYearMosheselecte@larkGreggyho
hadrecentljoundedilongvithDavidMamet he
Atlanti¥heatr€ompar@larkvenbntoplay
majorecurringolesontelevisioseriesuclasThe
WestWingandTheNewAdventurex Old

ChristineHewrotehescreenpléyrthe200dilm,
What.ieBeneath

AftehispresidendyoudCoolcontinuekis
workasproducingrtistidirectooftheUtah
Shakespediestivalfwhictheisnowthedirector
emeritusiealsovorkedtothetheatresmcluding
theTokydOper&ompartheEugen®’Neill
Memoridlheatr@andheNationdlheatrefChile.
In 1991 heco-foundeahdservedsthefirstpresi
denbftheShakespedyesociatiohAmericdde
receivettheDistinguishatdbumniwardromthe
UniversibfArizonandhassinceetiredasthe
headaftheDepartmeotTheatrand~ilmatPenn
Stat&niversity

To closeutthedecadéJlillyBarrangevas
electetbservathree-yesgrmirom198801990.
AtthetimeofherelectiorBarrangevasonthefae
ultyoftheDepartmeotDramatidrtsatthe
UniversibfNortrCarolinatChapédillwhere,
sincdl982shehadbeerthedepartmeheadind
theproducindirectooftheCarolinRlayMakers
RepertogomparyarrangérmldsaBANn English
fromtheUniversiofMontevallandanMAIn
EnglisfromTulanéJniversitgheéookherPhDn
theatréfomTulanewhereshehadalscserveds
headaftheTulan& heatrBepartmeneforenoving
toNortlCarolindn additiorsheservedspresi
denbftheAmericafheatrAssociatidBythetime
ofherNT@residendyarrangdradpublishefdur
booksthemoshotablefwhiclwaher1984he
atrehistoryvork,TheatreBasandPresent

Asmighbeexpecteafherin herfirsttermas
presidenBarrangeelectetheavant-gatediree
torandplaywrigliRobertVilsomsPersonfthe
Year AnativefTexasndagraduatefthe
Universibf TexasWilsomookaBFRAin architecture
fromPrattnstitutdn 1968heformednexperi
mentaheatreompanyheByrdHoffma8choadf
Byrddn 1970hecreatedyithPhilipgGlassis
world-renownprobductioiginsteirontheBeach
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In 1984 hishighlexperimentabrk the
CIVNarSmadeatspremierelheplaywasselected
bythePulitzelPriz&ommittfertheawardn
dramahuttheSupervisa@pmmittéernediown
therecommendatemiconsequentigawardn
dramavagyiverior 1984 Ashacbeeranticipated,
WilsomndNT@nembespeninosbfSaturday
earnestndorovocatidescussion.
WilsoselectedennifdRohrioreceivéhePaul
GreefoundatidwardRohrhassincegonento
doimportanbledorRobeVilsomndanumber
ofmajoBroadwahowscludingheCrucible
andTheKentuckZycleShdasalsovorkedn
importanmegionaheatresuctastheGuthrie
TheatreheClevelamlayhousadhe

Philadelphideatr€omparfyhelschasappeared

inseverdilmsandn televisioseriesuchasLaw
andOder Shascurrentlgnthefacultpf
Benningtd@ollege.

In 1989thePersonftheYearwa<olleen
Dewhurghedistinguishadtresswhowvaghe
holdeoftwoEmmugndwoTonyAvardsBornin
Montredutraisedn Milwauke®ewhurstasa
graduataf Milwaukee-DowBetlegdftegradu
atingPewhurstigratetb Newfork Citywherashe
studiedttheAmericaicadenof Dramatidrt.
Afteworkindgorsomeimein Newtork,shevon
thel96ITonyAvardasBesBupportingctress Al
theWayHomeandn 1974shewvontheTonyAvard
forBesActress Eugen®’Nei’'Moorfor the
Misbegotte8havenbntodomanygtagdilm,and
televisiomlesandowinfourEmmywardsas
wellasmanythemawardandrecognitionShevas
in 1989anduntilherearlydeattn 1991thepresi
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denofActor€EquitAssociatidBheroveto bea
delightfdndentertaininmersomithwhomno
spendheday

DewhurstamedracyCopelarahdGarrett
DilhundgbsharehePaulGreefoundaticdward.
CopelandceiveldothherBAandviAfromthe
Universiof MichigaandanMRAfromNework
UniversitginceeceivingerPaulGreedward,
Copelartthsappeardad thel99@Broadway o
ductiomfAugudVilsos'SevefsuitarsShéas
als@mppearagithDenzalashingtanaprodue
tionofRichad I1l. Copelarthsvorkedtseveral
importanmegiondgheatregcludingheAlliance
Theatref Atlante&Shes currentlpnthefacultat
theUniversitf Tennessee.

Anothesignificamtvardvasnitiateth 1989:
TheBarrieandBernic&tavidvardorapromising
professionalaywrighbtavig,distinguishetem
berof NT@vhadiedn 2007attheagenf 100 was
theauthoofseverddookandanestablish@thy
wrightvhosenostamous/orkis The_Lampat
MidnightastudyfGalilestribulationsiedonat
edaninitiafundof$5,000@0 setuptheAvardThe
procesfortheannuaBarrieendBernicStavis
AvardsfortheNT@residenb appoindcommit
teetomakeecommendatioRseN T @resident
therselecttheStaviwinnefromamonthoseec
ommenddyythecommitte&hdirstStavidvard
wento Ezrasoldsteimhoselaysnclude
Swimmingyith Sturgeqmproduceih 2005atOff-
Broadwa&yAbingdonheatr&heannouncemeft
theadditiomftheStavidvardorompteNT@o
raiseduesn 19880%$75 partofwhictwouldyoto
supporawards.



illyBarrangdrroughtheNational
Theatr€onferenoeothefinal
decadefthe20h centurgsan
organizatiovithagrowingeeling
ofwortrandmportancésshe
observes, .thevitalitpfthemembel@dhe
additioofnewnembers...makeannuaheet
ingsatThePlayengenspecialccasionLfficially
limitedo 120oftheoutstandinigeatreeaders
thecountrtheNationdlheatr€onferenaiyring
Barrangaepresidency..ponderedlissecteahd
debatedsuethadefinetherelationshipetween
theeducationahdheprofessionalthirthethe
atrecommunityT heConferenairinghel988,
1989andl990meetingsirestledithconcerns
abounhon-traditionedsting/ithJoannilerlin,
SharodenseandAbld_.opeDramatuynne
CattanemdheBAMNew\Aveproducelriz
Thompsahscussedulticulturalisamdnewwork.
Censorshamdtheartswasliscussedthartsadve
cateRutiMayleadameseveretindiudith
Malinal heNewfork Performingyrtd_ibrargliree
torRobemlanpresentagsuesoncernirgychival
treasure¥heatrmanageBerenicégilerand
BarnyGrovdiscussextonomissuegndprodue
ersRobeVhiteheashd_ewié\llerookupthe
problemsftransferringroductiorfsomuniversity
staget® Broadwaurindg@arrangstenurghere
weralsasitevisittéotheMneyard heatrenEast
18h Streegndto Applauggook®n\W\esf7 st
Streetyhergéhen-publish@tennoundhosted
cocktapartyforNT@embers.
ThePersonftheYearfor 1990vagheaccom

plisheglaywrighMténdy\asserstemMasserstein
wasornandraisedn BrooklyrSheeceiveder
BAatMounHolyokandherMAIn creativeriting
fromCityCollegef Newvork.HerMRAin playwriting
wagakeratYale HerthesiplayUncommon
WomerandOthersvagproduceOff-Broadway
yeafater1977starringslen€losandSwoosie
Kurtz2Wasserstesigareewasaunchea@ndshe
wenbntowritetenplaysndwaofilmsn hershort
life.In 1983 henrotdsn’tit Romantiandn
1989TheHeidiChroniclef®rwhiclshenvonboth
theTonyAwardor BesPlayandhePulitzelPrizeéor
DramaAtthetimesheaddresseldeNational
Theatr€onferen@hehadreceiveldonorargioe
torate'omMounHolyokandromBate€ollege,
andshevagrofessatLargatCornellUniversity
Wasserstein,additiomogivingstimulating
talkhameé@eteParneliecipiemfthePauGreen
FoundatidwardParnelhassincdoecomawell-
knowrstagandelevisionriterHewroteseveral
episodedtheT\seriedhaAéstwWingforwhich
hewasalsastafproduceAmongismanylays
areFlaubedlLatestAnimaginary.ife andQED
whiclstarred\larAldaonBroadwallisplay
TrumpywagproducedyNework Citys Atlantic
Stag€ompanmy2007.
Anthonglarvogyhasnowasuccessipliay
wrightindwhosgvorkinclude$heBrothers
KaramazdwasedntheDostoevskgvelwvas
nametheStavidvardvinnerSinceeceivintgne
StavidvardClarvoeaggonentowriteseven
playsncludinget PlaylwoandAmbitiorFacing
Westwhicthavdeermproducethroughotite
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Unite®tate€larvostherecipiendfanumbeof
significagrantancludingnefromtheNational
Endowmeiiair theArts.

Anonghe organzaiondissiesme inthe
Barargerpresdeng/ weetheprobdens ofinaeasing
themembeshp. In 198, tod menbeshp hal fal-
en to 88,butbythetime Mily Bararger left thepres:
idengy menbashp hal incressel sonificanty Dues
wered rasel to$5win 1988 Thancressewes
usd to fundthevaiousanards.din 198 anew
pre-regaraionprocdue wasestablisted

Alwaysnenergetleadem herfield aftether
presidenadyillyBarrangeontinueb headhe
DepartmeotTheatrattheUniversiofNorth
Caroling&Zhapeédill,untilherretiremerm 2003.
Hermwritings prodigiousyithcountlessticleand
anumbeofsignificamooksthemostmportaraf
whichperhapss herexcellestudyfagreat
femaldirectgiMargarafébsterALifein the
Theatrdn BarrangeihonagrAlice\élsicon
tribute®333,00wardsstablishitigeMillyS.
Barrang@istinguishPdofess@haiatthe
UniversibfNorthiCarolin&hapédill. Welslscon
tributiowasnatchelly$167,000omChapédills
DistinguishPdofessoEsxdowmeftstFundo
creata$500,00Brofessorship.

Anothesignificamtomateadein American
theatreBerenic@eilerfollowedarrangasNTC
presideffiorathree-yetenurérom1991-1993.
Weilerhadacte@sgenerahanagefanumbeof
importarBroadwagyroductionscludiniyleeMe
in St.LouisStaDustWindn theWillowsand
Ningbeforassumirtepresidendféilers presi
denchegawithaserioudiscussiafwhethethe
NT@ublicatioBroadsideragoocostlyocontin
ue.Durindhediscussio¥graRobertstressatiat
theannuaheetingsptitspublicationaerehe
mostmportardctivitpfNTCAccording Roberts,
theseneetingeatureNationdlheatr€onferense’
truefunctiomasa“thinktank”abouthetheatre.
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In1991NorridHoughtorvadersonfthe
YearHoughtomaneofthemostmportamames
inthetheatratthetime Hewaso-foundemnd
managirdjrectoofthePhoeniXheatrefNew
York,andchisPhoeniXheatrproductioofOnce
Upora Mattreswona TonyAvardHehadworked
withmanyfAmericgandeuropsmostamous
performe@nddirectorgndhehadwritteramuch
usedookabouRussiahheatré/loscow
RehearsalghicthadoroughtiotheUniteGtates
completgictureftheworkofMeyerhokhd
StanislavsWhemewasiame®ersonftheYear
Houghtdmadustcompletdudsimportartiook,
EntrancesndExitsALifein theTheatre.

HoughtoselectedimidBrockwaprthePaul
GreefRoundatigwardBrockwatheproducing
artisticlirectooftheOpereyd heatrm the
CatskilBsndn Nework Cityhagproducerhany
shows hercontinuingrofessiondk.Shesa
playwrighaswellandhasservedseditoof TYA
Todayandasco-presideotthel eaguef
ProfessiorEheatrédbmen.

ErinCressid&ilsomvaghewinnepftheStavis
AvardWilsoins nowaprofessafEnglisatBrown
UniversifyreviousthevaonthefacultatDuke
UniversitghdasnritteroverlS5playsindanum
beroffilmscriptaiswellHerwork, TheErotica
ProjecwwagroducedttheJosepRapd heatre.
ShdrasalsdhadblayproducedttheMarkTaper
ForumtheMagid@ heatr@andtheTraverséheatre
in EdinburgimongerscreenplagseThe
BurgermeisteDaughteand~ur starrindlicole
KidmaandRoberDowneyr

PersonftheYearfor1992vadynnéMleadaw
MeadqwrtistidirectooftheManhattdrheatre
Clubhadmovedanyfherproductiorte
Broadwancludin@rime®sftheHeartAin't
MisbehavirjpsiogethefieetPApartandThe
Piand_essomtthetimeshevasiameéersoof
theYearAndshehassincenovedanynoresince



suchasLovelalour'CompassioahdDouhbtHer
productiorfsavevord50biedwardsl 5Tony
AvardsandfourPulitzelPrizesShédnagaughat
bothNY ldndyale Asmighbeexpectetyeadow
andNT@nembespenafascinatirtay

MarkBrokawashametyLynnéMeadovor
thePauGreefroundatidawardBrokavinaggrown
sincel992ntoaverymportardirectom New
York CityHeisresiderdirectoatSecon8tage
Theatr@gndhehadirectedtPlaywrightiorizons,
theManhattarheatr€lubandheRoundabout
Theatrén 1997hewonanObieAwardor hispro
ductiomfPauldbges PulitzelPrize-winnimgprk,
Howl Learnetb Drive Hehasalsairectedt
importarregionaheatrescrostheUSsuchasthe
GuthriealeRepSeattlRepandActord heatref
Louisvilléledirected majoffilm,Spinningnto
Butter MarkBrokavs alscanadjundiacultynem
berandvisitinglirectoatFordhardniversity

In 1992theBernicandBarryStavidvardvent
toOctaviBolisSolisvadornin EIPasolexaghe
sonofMexicammigrantghowereshort-order
cooksThroughardwvorkhemanagadcomplete
collegandoearrmanMRAfromTrinityUniversity
Solihadalreadgompletetireglaydythetime
hereceivettheStavidvardHehassincavritten
manynoreplaysndwhilenosbfhisplaysire
producedntheWesiCoasvherdneresidesoliss
withoutloubtiwriteronthenationadcene-eis
currentlgnartisti@ssociatétheSoutiCoast
Repertaiehadheerawardedplaywritingrant
fromtheNation&ndowmeiatr theArtsandwo
playwritingrantromtheKennedyenteAmong
hisrecentvorkgsafeature-lendilm,Prospect

In 1993Georg€ Wlfewashameéersonf
theYearWolfe anAfrican-Amerigaaywriglaind
directghasaBAntheatréfomClaremoflollege
andanMRAin dramatiaritingandmusicaheatre
fromNY UAtthetimehewasiamethePersoof
theYeayWolfehadreceivednObigAwardorBest

Directoforhis198%roductioBpunkandl1Tony
nominatiorisrhisBroadwagyroductiodellgLast
JamaboudellRollMortonln 1993Wblfereceived
asecondonyAvardorhisdirectiofTony
KushnerAngels AmericaAftehismeetingnd
discussiomthmembeisf NTOMIfewouldontin
ueasoneofthemoramportarfigureg contempo
raryAmericatheatrdn 1996hewouldeawarded
theTonyfor hisdirectiolfhismusicalork Bring
in ‘DaNoiseBringin ‘DaFunkHealsovaghe
directoofSusan-LdétarksPulitzelPrize-winning
playTopDog/Unddog
WolfeselecteHuzan-LétarksanAfrican-
AmericgplaywriglaindscreenwritéorthePaul
GreefRoundatidwardWheselecte®arksad
alreadwritterfiveplaysncludin@eatioftheLast
Blackmam theEntireWborld ofterconsiderduer
masterpie@hdadalsovona19900bieAward
forBesNewAmericallayorherwork
Imperceptiblenmutabilitiegn theThid
KingdonSinceeceivintpeGreeAwardSuzan-
LoriPark$iageceiveanothe®©bie®wardn 1996
forherplapenusandvasrametbtheMcArthur
Foundatigaeniudvardn 2001In 200%he
receivetthePulitzelPrizéor Dramé&orherplaylop
Dog/Undeog ShevaghefirstAfrican-American
womartoreceivéhePulitzelPrizéor DramaShe
hasalsawritterfiimplaysndradigplaysin 2006,
shecompletdermostntriguingvork:365
Days/36Blaysin whictshewnroteaplayadayfora
wholgearAlsan 2006 Suzan-Ldétarksvoulde
namedT®ersonftheYear
Thel993BarrieandBernic&taviEmerging
Playwrighivardvento Edwirsancheithetime
Sancheeceivettheawardpewasemergingsan
importaritatinglaywriglaindasonealsawillingo
dealvithissuesflifeasahomosexualmongis
importamlaysvereDonaSolandHerTrainedDog
andCleanin 1994hewrotehesweetlyomicadnd
highlsuccessfigarusHewouldievelomtoa

23



verymportarAmericaolaywrightithplaypro
ducedn NeworkandhroughotiheUnitebtates.
HismossignificamtorksncludéackStory
BarefooBoyWithSho®n Revivingitg about
theactresRitaHaywortandTraffickingn Broken
HeartsHehasvonseverawardmcludinghe
Theatr€ommunicati@é®uglaywritirgvard,
TheAr & TNewPlaywardandheASCARWPlay
AvardSancheontinuegs behighlyroductive.

Inthelastyeaof\\eilers presidentlyeravasa
serioudiscussiarfthecosbfpublishing
“Broadsideli term®fmembershipywagiecided
thathedesignatiafi“honorarythighbeelected
byanymembanporformatetiremetitomhisor
herpositiont wasalsadecidethatheranaye
morgharmnemembdromasinglénstitutiobut
thataclsuchmembeanusbein adiffererfieldof
specialization.

Followinigerpresidendiéilercontinuekder
demandirandveryfullschedulegsamanagdor
Nework professionleatrerogram§&hdasalso
servednvariouboardsfprofessionaiganiza
tionsandshascurrentlgSpeciadldvisaothe
Nework Coalitioaf Professionabmenn theArts
andMediaMillyBarranggn herimportariiook
onMargardtebstecredit¥\éilerasbeingespe
ciallyhelpfuin providinghaterigbrthebook.

Aan Ruig s=nved as Netiond Theatre Gnference
presdent from1994 to 1996. Rud received hisgradu-
ae degree from Chio Lhiversity and conmenced
immediatdy an active prolessond ading career
induding postionswith Gevdand Hay House and
Hertford Sage Gmpay He hesdso directed & pro-
fessord theatresin the Lhited Satesand in Audrdia,
Sheden, and BEngand. In addition, he served as dean of
the North GrdinaShod of the Ats

In 1994thePersonftheYearwasAnna
Deaver@mithSmithywhaoholdanMRAfromthe
America@onservatdityeatrés aprofessaf
Performan&tudiestNework Universifysch
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SchoadftheArtsAplaywriglaindoerformenf
greateputatiomitihadalreadwrittersixplays
by1994andhadwontwoObieAvardsorFliesn
theMirrorandlwilightLosAngelebothone-
womashows whiclsheasperformecreateds
manys46differentlesin 1993Newsweskid
thashewvasthemosexcitinggomaim American
theatre NeedlesssayAnndeaver@mitistalk
andhediscussidhatfollowe@vereexcitingnd
stimulating.

Smitlselecte8hayoungbloddrthePaul
GreeRoundatidwardWheselectedpungblood
hadalreadworthel99Xennedyentdrorraine
HansberBlaywritimgvardorherplaylalking
BonesAnativefGeorgiandagraduatef Clark
AtlantdniversjtyoungbloadokherMRAIn cre
ativevritingromBrowrUniversitgyl994shehad
alreadwritteriourplaysncludingalkingBones
(1988)andShakingheMes®uttaMisery1989),
whiclwasnadéntoafilmin 1992Intheyears
sincenerNTQecognitioNpungblodaaswritten
threemoreplaysndpublishetvonovelandacolt
lectiorofshorstoriedn 2001-2008hevasrisi
ingprofess@tNework Universjgndn 2002-
2003shewvadiriterin ResidenedtheUniversiof
Mississippn 2004shereceivetheNework
Foundatidar ArtsAvard.

In 1994theStaviBlaywrigBivardvento
TheredaebeclRebecwasagraduatefNotre
DamevithMAMRA ,andPhDdegredsomBrandeis
Universi#tthetimeofherawardshenadalready
writtertwoplaysSpikdHeel$1992)andDoed his
WomanHavea Namég1993) Shalschadwritten
scriptsorvarioutelevisioseriegncluding
Brooklymridgef-amilyof ManDreanOn,and_A
LawIn 1994shecomplete@voadditionglays,
Loos&nitandFamilyof ManIntheyear$ollowing
herStaviavardRebechkaswrittereighplays,
threescreenplagsdscriptforthetelevisioseries
LawandOder:Criminalntent.In2003shevasa



finalistorthePulitzelPrizéor Drama.

In1995Terrenc&IcNallyhedistinguished
playwrighyasname&ersonftheYear Agraduate
of ColumbidniversighdamembesfPhiBeta
Kappa/icNallyommencédsplaywriting 1964.
Byl1995McNallgadwrittereighplaysncluding
FrankieandJohnnin theClairedeLung1987),
LipslogethefieethApar(1991) KisoftheSpider
Woman(1993) whiclworntheTonyfor BesBook
inaMusical,ovelalour'Compassiofi994),
andMaste€las$1995) winnepftheTonyAvard
forBesPlayin 1991afiimhadbheemadef
FrankieandJohnnyn 199, hewoke atdevson
Feaid, AndreMahe, fa whchherecehbed an
EmmyAnard. A mghtbe expeded theday spentwith
Tarene McNllywesavery pecid eent Ardl
MaNHIy has cortinuel his prodigousouputwith five
ggnficentplays indudingthe20@ work Deuce,
which hed a highly suaesdul but limied runon
Broalwg daringAngalandery andMaion
Seldes.

McNallgelecteim Sheridaioreceivéhe
1995GreefoundatidawardSheridanasaprom
isingyounglaywrighthchadrecentlgeeraward
edaPlaywrigbEellowshtp JuilliardAnothedra
matievriterEduardidlachadogceiveNTG1995
Stavidvardoranemerginglaywrightlachado
was CubaexilevhacaméotheUniteGtatest
theageofeightAlthoughespokeoEnglishtthe
time hegrewiptobeanAmericatitizemnda
prolifigplaywrighByl995Machadadwritten
morethariL4full-lengtplaysncludingVishing
YouWell Whyto RefuseStevigantsto Playthe
BluesandOncdRemove®&inceeceivingpeStavis
AvardMachadwaswritterandhadoroducechany
moradramatiworksHisHavanas Waitingwas
stagenh 2001atNeworks Cherrizan& heatre,
whosartisticirectorsNT@embehkngelina
FiordellisMachadeaslectednNT@emben
2006.

TheraverenotonebuttwoPersonsftheYear
in 1996actresgoeCaldwedincherhusband,
director/produdeobeitVhitehea@aldwelas,
by1996atrulyfamoustaractresewhadhadalready
wonfourTonyAvards$or performancesMedea,
Slapstickragedyl hePrimeof MisslearBrody
andMaste€lass/VhiteheaalpngvithEliaKazan,
wagheproducedirectooftheRepertoijheatref
Lincoli€enteainda Broadwayroducedirectoof
manyfhisfamouwifesproductionBy1996he
hadhadmanyonynominatiomsdhadworthree
TonyAvard$or AMarfor AllISeasonBlaste€lass,
andDeatlofa Salesmaim 2002Whitehead
receivetiheTonySpecidlifetim@chievement
Avard.

Caldwaindwhiteheaelecteldaurddembree
toreceivthePauGreefroundatidwardAtthe
timeofheraward-dembresplayCarPoohadcre
atedjuiteastir TheBarrieandBernic&tavis
Playwrighivardvento Denni€ovingtoAtthe
timehereceivetheStavidvardCovingtdradust
receivetheDela Cortéresswardorhisnovel
Lizad, whicthehadalsadapteithtoaplayHis
mospowerfllook Salvatioon SandMountaipa
non-fictioworkabouatFundamentatistrch
engagedsnakéandlingyouldoorbepublished,
andwintheReaNon-FictidaardAfiimbasedn
thebookwouldollowCovingt@ervedsthehead
oftheCreativafitingPrograrattheUniversitf
Alabamandco-authorethovelCleavingvithhis
wife MckiCovington.

Twoadditionainportardawardeereestab
lishedn 199@ytheNationdlheatr€onference:
theOutstandidghievememtarcandtheNational
Theatr€onferen&eholarshipneOutstanding
Achievemdéatardfobegivemnnuallyecognizes
outstandighievemdayanot-foprofitheatre.
To seledherecipienftheOutstandidghieve-
menfwardthepresideqresenteverglossibHi
tiesotheBoaraf Trusteedftediscussidretween
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thepresidemindheboardthepresidersielectan
awaravinnefThenvinneoftheOutstanding
Achievemeéatardwilltherselecapersogomplet
ingworkin aprofessionleatre-trainipgpgram
or aninternshijm aprofessiontleatrerganiza
tion.Thepersososelectedill bethewinnepfthe
Nationdlheatr€onferen&eholarshigthavalue
of$1,000.
Thel998Dutstandidghievemeatardvent
toChicagaSteppenwdtieatr€ompanihe
Steppenwblieatreragoundeth 1974anchad
maturethtooneofthemostespectqatofessional
theatres theUnite&tatesyithnotonlyanexciting
seasoofplay$oradulteaclyeabutalscanexten
siveeducatigorogranforchildremndyoung
adultsSeppermalf named lan Barford, who wes then
anintern & Seppenvalf, asthe NTCShdarship redp-
ient. Barford has returned wall hisschdarship invest-
ment. He became an ensamble member of Sepperwolf
where he has performed nore then ascore of mgor
roles. In addition, hehas peformed mgor roles a
theetres throughout the Lhited Satesinduding
Chicag@odnan Thedre Hehas gopeared ona
numbe of mgor tdevison shons such assWithaut a
Traceand has acted in three important films, mog
notably Road to Rerdition
TwoimportardecisionseranadéytheBoard
of TrusteedurindRusspresidentidnurefirst,
foursecondirgttersvouldhotberequired the
majoritpfBoaranembemserewillingosupport
nomineeandsecondheboardirectethesecre
tarytowriteto sevememberghadhadnotpaid
theirduedorsomeimetosaythatheywoulde
droppeffomtherolls.
Rusespeciallgmembet&oimportargresen
tationgurindhispresidencihdirstwaghe
intriguingplkbyJean-ClauslekeonAfrican-
Americaentertaineo$thel930and1940Baker
thesonofthefamedosephimakehadmucho
sayabouperformesf hisyouthAnauthoand
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poehimselBakejoinedvithChriChasewritea
biographgfhismothedosephin€heHungry
HeartJean-Claudalscowneandoperatoofthe
Chedosephimestauram TheatrBown New
York,whiclcelebratéssmotheslifeworks.
Thesecondiaghesurprisingresentation
ZoeCaldwelCaldwedincherhusban®obert
WhiteheadergointPersorsftheYearWhitehead
wassetointroduchiswifeandoeherpartnein
thequestion-and-ansessioaftehertalk As
RusexplainshingbegawithacalltoRusshouse
thenighbeforeheschedulddlk Rustvasalready
in Newvork,andhiswifeansweretietelephone.
Caldwediskethowlonghertalkwasupposedbe.
Mrs Russaicgshedidnt knowbut,assheunder
stoodt, thingsveresenpusyothait mighbe
goodokeephetalkshortOnSaturdaobert
Whiteheadhsntroduceandstoodipandntre
ducedhiswife ZoeZoeCaldwalbseandrepeated
Mrs RussremarkandsatdownAfteastunned
silencandhersomeeallygoodaughtetherdol

lowedhnexcitingndenjoyablguestion-and-answer

session.

SincaispresidendylarRushasotbeervery
activen NT®@ecaudeehadeeractingrofessien
allyduringfNovembandDecembéorthepast
decadeithTheClevelamlayhous@dmore
recentlwiththeHartfor&tag€ompartyeisan
adjungbrofess@tOhidJniversigndheassociate
directooftheDram®ivisionftheHartSchoah
WestHartfordConnecticurt.additiorforthepast
17yearsAlarRushasheenheartisticirectoof
theOhidJniversiBlayers/Monoriibgatri;
Chatharassachusetts.

Rustvadolloweth theNT@residendyJim
\blz whaoserveth 1997andl998Wheihe
assumetepresidenclim\blzwasandstillis,a
professa@tCalifornidtat&niversigtFullerton.
Previousthathewadeadafthedepartmeat
theatratWightStat&niversi#PhDyraduatef



theUniversitfColorad@rom198201991\blz
wasnanagirdjrectooftheAlabanahakespeare
Festivalherdnepresentemlerl O0professional
productionbleservetbrmanyeargsacriticand
columnidorNewforks BackStageewspapand
heisalong-timeditoioftheShakespedieeatre
AssociatiohAmericafuarto
\blzcreditSherrizakeandSidneBergeas
“essentitdtheplanningfthel997andl99aNTC
conference3heseonferencémature@mong
othethingsan®...excitingzalkingourof New
Yorks42ndStreeDevelopmereavithspecial
backstageervieves DisnegNewAmsterdam
TheatrandThelionKing. Therevasalsaatourof
therenovatexhdreinvigoratétewictoryT heatre,
whichincludedpresentatiofaspecis@mphasis
onprogrammir@gndoroducinfpryoungudiences.
Duringhel997conferenc¢&hePerksRerils,
ProblemandPassiom§Runningmerics’
Theatresteraaddressd&yCincinna@layhouse
artistidirectoEdSternRepertoiheatref St
LouigrtistidirectoStevewoblf,andStephen
HollistheEnglisktagéirectqmwhohasserved,
amongthemassignmendsartisticlirectoofthe
NewArtsTheatrefDallaslexasT herdollowedn
intimatsessiowithplaywrigiinaHowehat
exploretiTheLureandDangewfWitingforthe
TheatreNT@nembesdegaatwo-yeals
cussioofstrateglanningsues.
ThePersonftheYearin 199 Avasdward
AlbeeAlreadgdistinguishaddamouplaywright
whadhadwona 196 ITonyAvarcandthredPulitzer
PrizesorDraman 19671975andl994Albedad
recentlgeerawardetheNationdledaflorthe
ArtsHehassincavonanadditiondbnyAvardor
TheGoabr Whas Sylvig2000)anda Special
TonyAwardorLifetimAchievemem2005He of
course;ontinues beactivandoroductivelislat
estworkisMe Mysekndl.
EdwardlbeselectedeviCunninghdm

receivthePaulGreefroundatidwardKnowat
thetimeofhisawarésaleadem experimeniaio
ductionCunninghasmowtheartisticirectoof
the3-LeggdabgViediandTheatr&roupyhere
vide@ndothetechnicgrocesseseusedogether
withliveactorsHehasalsowritteranddirected he
Realismf SimpléMachinestagedtLaMaMa
E.TC.andHousef BugpresentetOntological-
ExperimeniheatrédisplayAutomati€arthwas
producebyTheSignatuieheatri;n 1999.

Thel997Stavidvardn Playwritingento
KeittGloveGloveanAfrican-Amerigdaywright
whohadstudiedsayouttwithLeeStrasbergad
appearezhthesoamperadAsheWbrld Turnsand
hadwontheRosenthislewPlayPrizen 1997orIn
WalksEd BythetimehereceivedisNTGward,
Glovehnadalreadwritterthreeplaysindwould
havérismusicalrhundeKnockingntheDoor
stageih 199&yWashingt@Aren&tageince
therhehadeervenactivéothasaperformeand
asaplaywrighin 2001 TheActord heatref
LouisvillstagedisHeaveandHell[OnEarth)A
DivineComedwy theirHumanBestivafNew
Americaplays.

It wasn 199 thatathleebonlintherchairof
theStavidvardCommitteiajtiatedhepracticef
havingcenelsomtheStavidvardlaypresentexs
aspeciaessiooftheannuaNTConferenc&he
practiceasontinuetb thepreserdayandmern
berofNT@avespecialgnjoyethenewplaysand
hav@resentadterestinguestiorandcomments
aftetheperformance.

In1997theNT@utstandidghievemeéatard
wento SarDiegs’OldGlobd heatréoundealy
CraigNoeandirstbuiltin 1935theOldGlob@ow
doesaseasoof14play®nthreestage3.hecur
rentOldGlobeomplewasompletad 1993after
twofirescausethetheatréo undertakatenmit
liondollaremodelingmportargroductionsuch
asStevefiondheianmdJamesapinsawaravin
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ningwork IntotheWwbodsyerestagenhitiallyat
TheOldGlobeTheOldGlobeidnotnominatany
onetoreceivtheNTGcholarshivard.
Duringhel99&onferencT@emberzle
bratedhehistorpfthetheatravithatourofthe
MuseumftheCityof Neworkshighhacclaimed
exhibit:BroadwayheGreaéVhité\ay” . Thetour
wagonductdaythemuseurcuratoMartiJacobs.
Includedh thetourwasaspeciatollectionfNew
YorktheatrenemorabilendBroadwaytifacts
fromthel9thcenturyAparticulanighlighafthe

199&onfereneeasavisitwithTonyAvard-winning

producebtewaFR Lanewhadiscussedeimpact

of Broadwdgursontheindustryn anothesession,

Theatr€ommunicati@®ugxecutivdrector
BernCamerandl C®oarathairpersdftent
Thomps@resenteahovervieaftheAmerican
Theatrén athirdsessiom,dgaRosenblutong-
timemanagirdirectooftheLongVharT heatre,
previeweahambitioUS heatredfon”projecthat
endeavorsbringstagevorkgotelevision.
Thel998ersonftheYearwaslernBockihe
famednusicaheatreomposevhonvagheholder
oftwoTonyAvardsinda PulitzelPrizéor Drama.
AftegraduatirigppmtheUniversiofWisconsin,
BockspenthreessummeiatheTamiment
PlayhougdisBroadwalebutvasnthe1955
musicaCatcla Starwithlyricist. arryHolofcener
In1959hejoinedvithlyricisSheldoHarnickodo
thehitmusicdtiorellgwhictworbothaTony
AvardandthePulitzelPrizéor DramaAmondbis
othemproductionserel heAppldreeandheTony
Avard-winnigddleontheRoofTheyeabefore

hewasxamedl T®ersonftheYearheestablished

the$2,500ernBockAwardorExcellenae
Musicalheatre.
JernBoclselecteldeboraBaileBrevoofor
thePaulGreefoundatidwardAftecompleting
twodegreestKenStat&niversjigrevoortyhose
parentiadsungn alocalGilberandSullivathe

28—

atretookanMFAin PlaywritifigomBrowrandan
MPRAin Musical heatréfitingfromNework
Universityerearlyrofessiongarsookherto
Alaskayherén 198Gshdoundedndservedsthe
producindirectoofthePerseverarideeatrs
Juneakhdadalreadigegutowritesuchearly
worksaslntotheFire whershecommenceéal
workwithcompos@avidrriedmamnKingsland
Christmagl988) SinceeceivindiePauGreen
Foundatid@ardBrevootiasnowjoinedhefacu
tyoftheNYUischSchoadftheArtsShalsaeach
esgraduatsourseatColumbidniversitgle has
wonnunerows arerdsandhes been vey ecive asa
writer andlibrettistof sudworksas Bue Moo O
MemphadNolplayabouEls Pesky TheAdbmen
of Lokeabie; awork abautthebomlingof PanAm
flight13B; ThePoky of Piza; andTheBueSky
Boys

TheBarriemndBernic&tavidvardoran
emerginglaywrightentn 1998oRichard
Helleserellesehadwritteronlythregolaysvhen
selectefdbrtheStavidvarduthassincélos
somedt wasn 1988hathedidaspeciahusical
adaptatiafCharleBicken#AChristma€aral
Theworkwasanimmediaticcesmndsstillpro
duceavidelacrosthecountryHellesemasserved
onthefacultpfCalifornitat&niversjtyullerton,
andhascenterelisworkontheWesiCoashuthis
morehar25playsndadaptationsvdeerpro
ducedh repertoriheatreagcrostheUnitebtates.

Thel99aNT ©utstandidghievemeatard
wento TheRoundabotiheatref Newrork City
Foundeid 1965yGené&eisandElizabetbwens,
TheRoundabduaggrownntoNework City
largegtot-foprofitheatrerganizatiofhe
RoundabotiheatreurrentlpwnswoBroadway
playhousekeAmericafirline3 heatrandStudio
54,andoneOff-Broadwitngatrehel aurdels
Theatrén 1988 TheRoundabolibheatrgprodue
tionof CabarewortheTonyAvardorthebest



revivaSincéhertherehavdoeemrmanymportant
Roundabagotoductiorirathavegarnereawards,
especiallieproductioafPajam&amé2006),
whichwontwoTonyAvardsanathe2004produc
tionof Assassinshiclwonatotabffivelony
AvardsTheRoundabolheatreame®laryGrace
LandiversthewinneoftheNationdlheatre
Conferen&eholarshipr1998.

Jim\wblzobservabat Thelatel990sverean
excitingmefortheNationdlheatr€onferenas
themembershaglvocatetipporfior playwrights
andyoung@ersonenterinthefieldandproviding
thefinanciaupportio makedifferende thelives
oftheatreractitioner§hisvasalsatimeofgreat
collaboratidretweeheprofessionabn-profit
regiondheatraheBroadwapmmercidieatres,
andheacademworldandheNTConferences
reflectethecamaradermyllaboratioandsharing
ofstrategidgadershgiyleandresourcesDuring
\blztenureheBoarafTrusteedecideth 199710
discontinubepublicatioof“Broadsiddiecause
wagoocostly

Sincéispresiden®lzhascontinueavery
fullprofessionlde.Heiscurrentlgnthefacultyf
Californigtat&niversjtyullertorpresidermf
Consultarits theArtsandavotingnembesfthe
prestigiodsnyAvardfRkegiondheatrAvards
Committeldecontinudas servaseditoofquarto
HeistheauthoofoverlOOarticleandofseven
booksincludinglowto Runa TheatreAWitty
PracticahndFunGuiddo ArtsManagement
(2004)andRegionalheatreéABriefHistoryand
Backstageuidao Workingin Americaifheatre
(2006) Heismarriedo professionattresand
educatpEvely@GaroCasgndogethgheyhave
editedwobooks.

To closeutthe20M andoperthe2 Btcentury
ScotParkeledNT@spresident999-200@arker
hagecentlyetiredasdirectoofthelnstitutef
Outdodbramagpositiomehadheldsince 990.

ParkecomefromatheatrbackgrounHisfather
wagenerahanageaf Thd_osColonyandScott
Parkefolloweth hisfathesfootstegebecome
producenfPauGreeafamouworkwhichsthe
oldesputdoohistoricalraman thenationParker
hddsaBAIn Ergjish fromGuldiord Cdlege, an MA
fromthe Urversiy of North Caoling Clad Hill, and
an MFAIn directing fromtheUnveraty of Mrgnia He
isaforme presdentoftheSuhesern Thedre
CoEreneandtheNorthCaoiinaTleate
Cofrene andfourdingmembe ofthe Asodaion
for Tredrein Hghe Edgaion Sne 199, hehas
s ned asvice presdentofthe Paul Geen Fauncaton
andin 192herecavel theuanneM DavsAvard
for £nicetothetreintheSuh

In 1999thePersonftheYeawasSirPeter
Hall Atthetime SirPetehadrecentliefthisposi
tionwiththeRoyaNation&@ ompanydoprodue
tionsattheOld\Vic. Fron1960-68;lallhacheaded
theRoyabhakespe&@empanwhicthehadound
ed.Priorto hisworkwiththeRoyabhakespeare,
HallhadbeerattheOxfordPlayhous@dtheratthe
ArtsTheatrefLondowheréedirectethefirst
Englistanguageersionf\Waitingfor GodaotSir
PeteHallwasn Newforktooperhisproductioaf
AmadeuwhictwouldyoontowinfivelonyAvards
in20000bviouslyisdiscussiafauthorand
actorsvagascinatirfigrmembeiNTCAsPerson
oftheYeayHallselecteddamishinklatetoreceive
thePauGreefoundatidward.

Hamishinklatewaghesonofthefamousoice
teachdfristehinklateAftetakindnisdegre&éom
Amhergtjamishinklatewentmmediatelyto
professiorattinghisfirstprofessionallebeing
thatfTomSawyén theActord heatref
Louisvilleproductioaf TheAdventurex
Huckleberfiyinn In 1998heappeardad The
ActingompasyroductiorsfRomeandJuliet
andLoveFire whichwergresentdzbthin New
Yorkand_ondorHealsaidworkonthe\West
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Coash productiorsictasMeasur®r Measure
andMidsummeMighs DreambothdirecteySir
PeteHallln 1999hewagloind-aerteis Hamlet
attheNewvork Shakespeé&estivaltherhe
receivettheNT@wardIn 2000hewouldjointo
cineman sucHilmsasGroovandrantastiEour
HeperformedsaregulacharactentheT\series
Gideos'Crossing
Thel99%taviBlaywrighivardvagpresented
toNiloCruzCruzvasaLatin-Amerigalaywright
whadhadcomeaotheUSromCubatanearlhage
andbecamanAmericatitizenHestudietheatre
atMiami-Dad&ommuniBollegandhermovetb
Newrork CitywherdnestudiedvithfellonCuban
playwrigiMaridrend-orneit wag-ornewho
recommendkointo Pauldbgelvhowvaghen
teachingtBrowrUniversity 1994Cruzompleted
anMRatBrownPriotowinningheStavidvard,
Cruhadalreadwritterfiveplayshismostecent
beindABicycl€ountry1999) Cruzulfillechis

Thel99PDutstandidghievemenmtardora
not-foprofitheatreventotheSoutiCoast
Repertoifheatref CostMesaCaliforni&ounded
in 1964yDaviEmmesndMartirBensonyho
continuasitsdirectortodaytheSoutiCoast
Repertoifheatreasanenchantirgstoryit began
inanoldhardwarstoreconvertadtoa 75-seat
theatrayithaproductioafWaitingfor GodatThe
directorsvantedspecialtgemphasiteedevelop
menbfnewplaysBy1967theyweresuccessful
enougtomoveoanold\arietystoreconvertadto
a2l17-sedheatrdByl1978theyhadearneénough
incomandgathereghougbiftdooccupgreal
theatravith500seatanda 79-seaecontheatre.
By1988theyhadwona TonyAvardorRegional
TheatreBortypercentftheplaysloneatWest
CoadRepertoifheatrarenewworksandnclude
suchmportamlayssCraidg.ucasreludéo a
KissandVargaréidsoaPulitzePrize-winnilgit
ThaAestCoadRepertogurrentlpccupiethe

Stavigromiseybecominglaywright-in-residence beautifltolind heatreontainintpregerform

attheNewl heatrm CoraGables;loridawherde
wrotdourmoramportamlaysncluding\nnan
theTropicdorwhichtheworthe2003ulitzelPrize
forDrama-dewaghefirstLatino-Ameridcamwin
thePulitzelPrize.

30—

ancespace3he~olind heatrevaginancenh great
partbyatenmilliondollamgiftfromtheFolindamily
ThehesiCoadRepertorfheatreamederrence
Winstostherecipiemfthel999INTGcholarship.



cottParkepresidedvertheNational
Theatr€onferensehtryntothe? Ist
centuryntheyea000theNTC
enjoyedisitingvithwilliantvey_ong,
whowasiame®ersonftheYearLong
isperhapa&mericarmostistinguishedstume
designdiecomefromatheatréamilyHisfather
wadoundeofthetheatrdepartmeatWinthrop
UniversjtRocidill,SoutiCarolind.ongooka
degrem histonattheCollegef WillianandMary
andherenterethePhDprogranm arthistorat
theUniversibfNortrCarolin& hapeill. Oneof
hisprofessotberesuggestadtransfeto Yaleto
studgostumeesigrityale Longlidhismajor
workundeMingChd_eewhowasalsanNTC
PersonftheYear(1985) Longroommatsashe
actresSigourndeaveHisfellowstudentaclud
edVendy\assersteiMeryStree@ndChristopher
DurangNillianiveyt ongcompletdasMRAIn
1975ndmovetb Nework CityHisfirstBroadway
showvasGogaThdnspectoGenerabincéhen
hehagdesignezbstumderoveb0Broadwayo
ductionsncludingendvieATenor SixDegreasf
SeparatioiguysandDollsChicagdnnieGet
YourGunandCabaretiehasalsacreatedos
tumes$orseverd@ff-BroadwapductionBye
filmsjncludin@heProduceraswellasoperaand
balletsAtthetimehewadPersonftheYearforNTC,
LongvasalreadiheholdeofTonyAvard$orNine,
Crazyor You,andTheProducersiewouldyoon
toreceivavoadditiondbnyAvards$or HairSpray
andGrayGadensHelaterdesignezbstumeder
MelBrooksnusicalbungrrankenstein
Williantveyong'choicéorthe200CPaul

GreeRoundatidwardvagheactresanddancer
Katéeverin@rivemobeaprofessionattresand
danceKaté.everingghovasanoutstandirsgy
dentlefthighschoah Sacramen@aliforniia
1997andheadefbr Nework CityShevasalmost
immediatetpstn Thelife(1997)In 1999she
workedh arevivabf AnnieGetourGuninthe
yeashewvortheGreedwardshevagperforminig
arevivabf TheMusidManIn 2001sheplayed
PeggSawyeén arevivabf42ndStreetforwhich
shewortheFredAstaiAvardorBesFemale
Danceforthetaproutinesheperforme&hdnas
sinceloneconsideraldetingn majotelevision
seriesuclasHomdmprovementawandOder:
SVWloséo HomeColdCaseandCSMiami.
ThomaGibbonsatheemergingrofessional
playwriglchosetoreceivtheyea00MBarrie
andBernic&taviBlaywrighivardA1976raduate
ofMllanov@niversji@ibbonsassethisbasen
Philadelphi&oughiswork$avéeermproduced
Off-BroadwaydthroughotiteUnitebtatesn
1979hisplayExhibitiorwagproducedyThe
Philadelphtompany 1985hereceivedpro
ductiomfhisplayHomebytheSourc&heatrs
WashingtoDCIn 1993hebecamelaywright
ResidenegthelnterActheatr€omparyf
Philadelphiahicthagproduceslixofhisplays,
includin@ee-Luthétatche&221BlackRussian,
Permaner@@ollectioandAxisSallywhichreceived
theRogek.StevemsvardThomaSibbonsasalso
beerawardedPeniiellowshiptheArts.
TheChildresTheatr€ompamfMinneapolis
waghewinnepftheNT©utstandidghievement
Avardoranot-foprofitheatrelheChildres’
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Theatr€ompamyMinneapolisstablishad
1965isnowthelargegtrofessionahildresthe
atrecomparip NortPAmericandamonthethree
largesh theworld SinceeceivindneNTC
OutstandidghievememtardTheChildres’
Theatr€ompanyonthe2003lonyAvardoran
OutstandiRgpgiondheatrdheChildresTheatre
ComparsglectefindyadsefortheNTC
Scholarshiard.
DurindarkespresidendpeBoardiecided
thatanymemberouldedroppedftetheor she
didnotrespontbafourthappedbrduepayment.
Therevasalsdongandworriedliscussiabouthe
facthafinancinfprtheStavidvardvasntrouble.
WheiscotParkecompletduspresidendye
madanextremeignportanhovehatertainly
aidedhiswritenn providingreasonabtestorpf
NTGince 967ParkehadbeeramembesfNTC
sincel987andhadservedntheBoarafTrustees
sincl989Hehadetainedllhisrecordsfthe
yearfrom198202000Thesescordgcludedll
minuteggendaBnanciakportasnembershipts,
andothematerialélebundletherecordsipand
senthentotheArchivdsbrariaattheUniversiof
Indiand.illyLibraryn Bloomingtoimdianal he
ArchivestthelndiandillyLibrararecomplete
fromtheNT@nceptionntil1967puttheScott
Parkepaperaretheonlyoneshathavédeen
depositegincel 967 Parkes'contributioto
Americaheatreontinuesyemftehisretirement
asdirectoonftheOutdooDraménstitutdn 2000,
hewaslectetb membershiptheCollegef
Fellowsf TheAmericafheatre.
SidneBergewouldaspresiderior2001-02,
setastrongacdor NT@n thenewcenturyBerger
isdirectooftheSchoadf TheatrandDancatthe
UniversibfHoustoripundeandproducingdiree
torof TheHousto8hakespeé&restivahdco-
foundeandproducenftheHousto@hildres’
TheatrEestivdtetookhisPhCiromtheUniversity
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ofKansaandaughtherel 958-63-etherbecame
directoofGraduatetudies TheatratMichigan
Stat&niversitiy 196Shetookhispositiomtthe
UniversiofHoustonyheréeholdghetitleof
Moos profess@ndhageceivetheuniversig/’
highegtonorTheEsteFareAvardHehadlirected
oveB0productioratheUniversiofHoustomas
wellas27productiorfer TheHousto8hakespeare
Festivahcludinglamletking_earandviacbeth
HehasalsdirectedtHoustosifamed\lley
Theatrédehasdloneanumbeofadaptation$
workdgorstagandorfilm,andchispublications
includd hePlaywrighérsusheDirector
(Greenwodttess] 994)Heisalscontheboardf
LondosGlob&heatre.
In2001thePersonftheYearwaghedistin
guishedctreshlariarseldeg®ornn Nework City
SeldestudiedctingttheNeighborhoBthyhouse.
ShenadderBroadwalebuin 1948n Mede&he
therwadeaturenh anumbeofshowsyinninghe
1967TonyAvardor ADelicat®alanceShdnas
alsadonananynajoffilmandelevisiamlesFrom
1967101991shaaughattheJuilliardschoaf
Dramandsinc00zhadaughatFordham
Universitghavadeaturenh twoAlbe@laysThree
TallWwbmerandT hePlayAboutheBabyHemost
recenBroadwaappearancen thelimitedunof
Terranc® cNallyDeucevithfamousostaAngela
Lansbud T@hembeispenanenjoyablancheon
anddiscussiomithMs Seldes.
AsPersonftheYearMariarseldeselected
KathledgarlyorthePaulGreefoundatidiward.
Earlyplayetheyoungirlin ThePlayAbouthe
BabyShealsglayeduliein atouringproduction
ofRomeandJulieanchadouredvithTheatre
Works/USBhascurrentlin thecasbfanational
touringproductioof Whe Afraidof VirginiaWolf,
starrin@illlrwinandKathleefurner
The2001BarrieandBernic&tavidvardvas
presented NaomizukaBythetimeshehad



receivetheStavidvardlizukehadalreadwritten
eleveplayshutshewvouldsoorbecomeneofthe
moramportantounglaywrighitsAmeric&orn
in Tokyadn 1965|izukafathers Japanesadher
motheLatindNaongrewupin JaparHollanénd
WashingtoDCSheookadegrean classicatYale
andwasn theYaleLawSchoavhershdeftforan
MHRAin PlaywritiregUniversitf Californig&an
DiegoShénagaughplaywritingttheUniversiof
TexasndaheUniversitflowaands currentlg
professafdramatiartsanddirectoofthe
PlaywritirjyograrattheUCSantBarbarader
playfavdeerproducethroughotiheUnited
Statascludingctor3 heatrefLouisvilléhe
BerkelelrepandhelosepRap@ublid heater
Heratesplayis Anonymou2006.
In2001theNationdlheatr€onferense’
Outstandidghievemeéwtardvento The
GoodmarheatrefChicagdheGoodmarheatre,
establishad192%ytheparenteftheplaywright
KennetBawy&oodmawhaodiedearlyistheold
estnhon-proftheatrstillactiven Chicagtt.was
fundetbygrantsromtheGoodmanstheArt
Institutef Chicago establishprofessionileatre
anda SchoadfDraman 2000it movetbitscur
rentocatiom ahandsontmiildingvithtwofully
equippetheatreftiscurrentlifeadeldyRobert
Fallsandn 2007theGoodmarheatrgistifiethe
NT@wardby amongthethingsstagingllseven
oftheplay$n Augustilsostycle.
TheGoodmarheatrselecteghyrauBkelton
astherecipiemftheNTGcholarshipstthetimehe
receiveklisscholarshikeltohadalreadgnade
naméorhimselfAnativefMassachusettsthe
holdeofanMRAIn TheatrffomDePaWniversjty
Skeltowasadirectingssociat@ththeGoodman
Theatrdélealsovasavisitingrofessatthe
UniversibfNotrddameAftereceivingisaward,
SkeltojpinedhedirectingtafitGoodmarheatre
andhadlirecteelsewhesswellIn2002he

directe@learingdedgesrtheEdinburghringe
Festival Scotland.
Atthe200Iconferencegssiongereneldo
discusthephenomenofcurrenShakespedne
atreandestivalaumberingughly50inthe
Unite@tateQuestiongergaisedstowhethean
adequatdkillegpooloftalentvasavailablerall
thes@rojectsAnagreemewtgseachethathere
wasanurgenbeedotrainactoranddirectorsa
theatréhatwagrimarilyext-baseldwadgurther
agreethatherevereurrentlgninsufficiemum
berofactorsvhoverdrainedn verse.
NoteglaywrigitrthuKopitauthoofthe
musicallineandotheimportantorkstalked
abouthelossoflarge-scabdaysn Newrork.He
feltthatheseverkmitationsnposednplaywrights
interm®fcassizescenichangespymbeofcos
tumestc. alsdimitedheimaginatiasftheplay
wrightHerecognizedgionalon-proftheatress
theonlyinstitutionsapableftakinguclrisksHe
arguethatherasaneedoproducéunsafeivork
torevitalizénetheatre.
In2002ablizzardtruckheeastoasbnthe
weekergthedulgdrtheNT@neetingnadairports
wereclosedAsaconsequen&gdneBergemissed
thefirstdayofthemeetindputhiscolleaguegere
ableobeintouctwithhimandconductetiefirst
daymeetingsithouhim ElizabetrelandMcCann,
thenotedBroadwayoducewashefirstspeaker
McCanmadbeeractivasaBroadwayroducer
sinceheearlyl 970sandvagheholdeoffivelony
Avardgor producinthebesplayTheElephant
ManAmadeu3he.ifeandAdventures
NicholaBlicklehyCopenhageandT heGoabr
Whas SylviaShdegahertalkbysaying dont
knowwvhyouheatrpeopléaveneetings the
morning.Shavenbntodescribkersekis‘aqual
itypusheforlegitimatieatre Sheeflectednthe
sacstat@fcontemporateatregivethefacthat
theyoungegeneratidradecomaddictetbthe
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screerthedaed thd thistrend coutl ulimaey
déhumanize anddesenstizeus, particulerly sne the
cog of Broadvay prodidionshas skyrodketd. Ske
aguedtha theeisanesd to expoe ousdesto
conpkxidessinthethestrein orde to epandou
imaynadions Seended hertak by deploringthelack
offirstrae writing noingthd, with theexcepionof
Edvad Abes and TonyKubne, litle of dramdic
manitudewes presentin the Broadvay thestre.
SidneBergearrivedn timefortheseconday
oftheconferend¢eheamajotightinglesigners,
KeviRigdoandlule&isheteadasessiothatlis
cussethemajoinnovationisathavaffectestage
lightingn recenyeard.ighttheyarguedjaggrown
morevaluablendmordlexibleéntellingastory
tharin pasyeardMoreovgawiththedramatic
growtlntechnologyordimesbecomingeces
saryn ordertoblendightingviththeothelintrica
cieofproduction.
EstellParsonsa00PersonftheYear
Parsorisadistinguishethgdilm,andelevision
actres®ornn Massachusedtegraduatdtbm
ConnecticddbllegehereshestudiethwFora
whileshesangvithabandbutherlawbackground
finallyandetherajobasapoliticateportefor
televisiairhelodayShowOncéasedt New
York,shebegahertheatricalareewithseveral
Broadwahowandinallyvora TonyAvardor
BesBupportimctresdorherworkin Bonnieand
ClydeHertelevisiomorkincludealong-running
roleonthesituationomegjroseann8hdasalso
appeardad TVseriesuctasLawandOder:SVU
Parsoronductemhaffectingndvibranses
sionnwhicrshepresentdterambitiouslangor
futurgoroductions whictshewvouldunctiomas
producedirectqror performeShevas/erypas
sionatabouherrecenivorkwiththeactorAl

AlPacina 2003Parsonsotedn herdiscussions
withNTGhathecurrentheatres “prettydeadand
thatwvewillneedoawakeit withatheatrefscope
andpassion.
EstellParsonsameioidMarchesesthe
recipiemfthePauGreefroundatiddardAn
actresandchoreograph&ioidMarchedegyone
onsincdnerawardoappean fourmajofilms,
includingoveMaddasyndQuartet ifeCrisis
andodochoreograpforaproductioof Sam
ShephasBeduced
TheNT©utstandidghievemeatardor
2002ventotheAmericaRepertoijheatre,
Harvartniversityoundeid 198MyRobert
BrusteiandRoberd.OrchartheAmerican
Repertoiyheatrshouseth HarvarglLoelDrama
CenteflheTheatrbasaresiderdactingompany
thatjn additiomo presentirafull seasoof produe
tionspperatessatrainingonservatanassocia
tionwithHarvartdniversity 1986theAmerican
Repertoifheatr@ontheRegiondheatrény
AvardTheheatrbagresentateoriginapro
ductionef‘night MotheandBigRiveraswellas
experimentabrkdywritersuctasRobeVilson
andDavidMameCurrentiyndethedirectioof
Robe\bodruftheAmericaRepertofheatre
wagecognizdryTimeMagazine 2003asoneof
thetopfiveregionaheatres thecountry
TheAmericaRepertoifjheatreame®yan
McKittrickswinneoftheNT(Scholarshiptthe
timeofhisawardRyamMcKittricwasa studeraf
dramaturgyHarvardndheassociatblamaturg
fortheAmericaRepertoifheatréiehassince
becomthedramaturgrtheBerkelelRepertory
TheatrendsnowonthefacultpfBrandeis
University
KathlegDonlinvadNationd8lheatr€onference

PacindShalsdndicatethasshevasontemplating presiderfior2003-200€onlimoldaBAIn

aproductioof Oscawildes'Salomehevould
realizéerBroadwayroductioaf Salomstarring
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intheatr&éomtheUniversiofMichigatWheshe
assumetiepresidencshevasiearoftheCollege
of FinendAppliedrtsUniversivoflllinoisPrior
tothatshenadbeerchairofthetheatrdepartment
atOhidStaténiversjti992-96jirectoof Theatre
atOhidJniversjtiQ87-923ndafacultynembeat
theUniversitf Texas] 978-8 Rositiortseldn the
professiondleatrencludelirectingttheBerkeley
Shakespe#estivaheThrediverShakespeare
FestivandhelllinoisShakespe&estivebince
1990shenadeertheassociaetistidirectoof
theUtalShakespedestivaBeforassumirthe
presidenofNTCGshéhadchairedheBarrieand
BernicS&tavidvardCommittegncel 997.
KathlegDonlifieelshatshevasablgore-
invigorat#eintellectuadriticalandartisticcope
oftheNT@nnuaineetingy seveimportanvays.
Firstshedevelopethewformatorintroducing
newmembementitledHotTopics'inwhickeach
newmembepresentexhissueridean thetheatre
forwhichtheywergyassionateeconghdaunched
thefirstdayofthe2003and2004conferencestha
high-poweretide-rangingscussiafcultural
trendsjemograplaoalysesndhought-provoking
commentaoytheartsn the2 tcenturwithBen
CamerasftheTheatr€ommunicati@®up.
ThirdshecontinuetthetraditiomfstagintheStavis
AvardplayFourthshemadeapoinofadvising
PersorsftheYeartoprepareemarkghatncluded
issueandopic®finteredbtheNT@embership.
Fifthsheespondedmembershipquests
establistpeciaessiomntheatréraininghaton
sideretssuerelatedo “viewpointsihd‘hip-hop.”
Sixthsheactivelyworkedoincludewide-rangd
theatrprofessionalharepresentel/erspoints
ofviewThoseresentinglkdn 2003and2004
wereDanieBullivaoiséKaufmahliloCruz,
RobyGoodmaandSharodense®eventbhe
developespeciaessiocelebratirayrliterary
heritagkyrecognizirigemositmportanhtellectu

alcontributioriethedevelopmesfnewtheatren
thel960sndl970dn thissessiolenung
publishaesf Applaudgookgpresentdtiespecial
speakeBarneRosseegendafgundeandpub
lisheofGroveress.
Conlimlsadevelopednid-yedettetothe
membershighichncludedpacketistingaward
winnergersonsftheyeamecrologgodefregu
lationsetcjn ordertokeeghemembershaterto
theorganization.
InJuly2004ConlicalledheBoardoaspecial
sessiom Newtork Cityodevelognactiomplanfor
NTCThisactiorplanincludethefollowingtate
ment:
“TheTaskForcdelievatatNT@nusalso
worktobroadethescop@fourworkand
toincludenembem@ndoarticipantgho
challengrurvisiorandpracticefthethe
atreandshakéhingsip.” Themaimpoints
arethefollowing:
1. NTGhouldvorkioadvanamnactive
membershgbpeoplevharepresent
diversitfwithreferend®womeand
personsfcolor).
. NTGhouldlsovorkiodevelopro
grammingttheannuaineetinthat
includesewideasind‘alternatpoints
ofviewinthetheatre.
NTGhoul@&ncouragelawardommit
teegoactivelyolicisuggestiofts
awaravinnersrhosexcellenceflects
thediversityfourtheatre.”
KathleeBonlimsalsoverypleasetthatn the
twoyearsfherpresidentiyenominatiommsindt
vidualfomcommercidieatrevasncreased
balancthenumbeofmembeltsoldingicademic
positions.
In2003thePersonftheYearwaslohrGuare.
Guargnativéleworkerbegamritingpneacts,
hisfirstbeingittheageofeleverHdetookhisBA
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fromGeorgetowmiversigndanMRAfromyale In
1968GuaravomanObiedwardorhisone-agilay
Muzeek#lisbreakthrougitaywasr heHousef
BlueLeaved 971) whichwonfourTonyAwvards
whenevivedtThe.incollCentan 1986In 1971,
Guargvona TonyAvardor hislibrettdorthemusi
calTwoGentlemeunf \eronaHecontinuetwrite
andoeproducedxtensivelly 198thewrotdhe
scripforthefilmAtlanticCitydirectetylLouis
Mallendstarrin@@ert_ancastandSusan
Sarandoin 1990hisworkSixDegreasf
SeparatiowonanObieAwardn Neworkandan
OlivieAvardn LondorlohrGuaresaCouncil
membesftheDramati§uildanadtheco-editoof
TheLincolrCentelheatr&eviewNT@embers
foundhetimewithhimquiteenlightening.
JohrGuarselecte@hristoph&hinfiorthe
PauGreefroundatidwardShinms anativef
Newvorkwhostudie@laywritingtColumbiand
NY WPriortohisbeingelectefdrtheGreen
Foundatid@ardhehadwritteriveplaysnclud
ingtwoplay$n 2002WhaDidn'tHappeand
Wher®oWe Live His2003laywasl heSleepers
SinceeceivintpeGreeAwardChristoph&hinn
haswritteradditionaborksincludin@nthe
MountairandDyingCity Acollectionfhisplays
wagublisheih 2006y Theatr€ommunications
GroupindethetitleWher®é LiveandOther
PlaysShinmowteachgdaywritingittheNew
SchodbrDrama.
The2003Stavidwvardoranemerginglay
wrightvento Carso8araKreitzeKrietzdnolds
BAfromYaleandanMRAfromtheUniversitf Texas
atAustinAveryprolificyoung@laywrightithmore
tharsixplaysilreadwrittenscenefsomhervery
provocatiyéayThd oveSongfJ.Robert
Oppenheimearergerformefbrmembersthe
Nationdlheatr€onferencéhenvorkwouldater
bepublisheith SmitlandKraus§NewPlaywrights:
TheBesbf2004Herotheplaysnclud®eadhait,
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FrealShowTlheGloryof GodandSelDefensey
deatlof somesalesman.
TheNT©utstandidghievemeatardor
2003ventotheSignatufeheatr€ompany
Founded 1991byJamedoughtotheSignature
TheatrisconsidereahOff-Broadwalgeatre.
Locatedt555W\es#2ndStreetheSignature
Theatrbuildingeatd60.TheComparmydedicated
tohavingmasteplaywriglv residenderan
entireseasolheSignatuiEheatreilltherpro
ducepasplaysndoremieresf newworkdythe
playwright-in-residefbeplaywright-in-residence
in 2003vaBilllrwin.Otherbavéncludetlanford
WilsorRauladbgel ArthuMiller JohrGuaregnd
HortorFooteT heplanaretoincludespeciahe
atreinthenewlylesignadbrld TradeCenten
houséheSignatuieneatr€ompartyarak.Bartlo
wasselectdalytheSignatureheatr€ompangy
receivtheNTGScholarshipr2003.
The2004PersonftheYearwaghePulitzer
Prize-winniptaywrighianfordlVilsorwilsomad
receiveldisPulitzePrizen 197%orhisplay
Talleys Follybuthehadcontinuegritingn the20-
oddyearsincéeingohonoreddmongismore
importanworksareBoolof DaysRainDance,
BurnThisHotL BaltimoreandFifthof JulyHe
toldNT@nembethathewasurrentigtworkona
newplayBreakdanc&hanteractiobetween
LanfordVilsomndnembeisf NTQvasespecially
livelyparticularsincenanypfthermhadproduced
Wilsoplays.
LanfordVilsomame&teveldrukmaas
recipiemfthePauGreefroundatidwardSteven
DrukmaholdghePhD1999fromNework
UniversigndscurrenttgmembesfNYddrama
facultyprukmatookhisBAfromOberlitCollege
anchisMAfromtheUniversigf Wisconsiwhen
hefirstcaméoNewfbrk,Drukmaastablished
careeasanactorThermewentntojournalism,
wherdorsomgearfiewrotarticlegortheArts



and_eisursectionftheNework TimesAgshe
centurturnedhebegawmritingplayshatattracted
producersttentiosuchasTruthandBeautynd
Going\Nativewhiclwasanominetrthe2002
PulitzelPrizeTheyeahereceivetheGreeAward,
hecompleteghothegplayAnotheFineMessSince
2003hehasnritteriwomorenorksCollateral
DamagandroxHollowHehasalsaappearad a
majoffiim:EasBroadway006.
TheSainLouiBlackReperto§ompany
receivettheNT©utstandidghievemeatardor
2004Thecompanyagoundeth 197&yRoy
HimeghemastuderdtWashingtdoniversjigt.
LouisasthePhoeniXheatr&roupln 1981theSt.
LouiBlacirepertoompariguncahomenthe
abandonguesbytaftheGreeleRresbyterian
ChurchContinuinggrowtheCompamyoveth
1992ntoitscurrentocatiortheGranddlheatri
therenovata@randenteDedicated providing
“aplatforniortheatrejanceandothercreative
expressiofremtheAfrican-Amerigarspective
thatheighterikesociahndculturadwareness
theaudiencetheBlackReperto§ompanmgnow
thelargesAfrican-Ameriganfessiondleatren
thecountrytsfoundeRoyHimedadeennvited
todirectnimportartheatrethroughotieUnited
Statesndscurrentltheholdenfanhonorargioe
toratdromashingtddniversity additiomo
worksyBlackvriterstheStLouiBlackRepalso
presentgorkdyShakespeamdmodermvorks

distinctioafbeindhefirstwomadearin thehiste
ryof SMUPriorto herpositiomtSouthern
MethodigGarol8randivaseadftheDepartment
of TheatratPenrstateBeforgoingo Penistate,
shehadservedschairwomaritheDepartmeot
TheatrattheUniversiof Floridandhedirectoof
theSchoadf Dramatlllinoisesleyadniversity
Carol8randholdaBSndVAfromtheUniversity
oflllinoisHerPhOsfromSouthertiinois
UniversitwhileshevaservingspresidefNTC,
CaroBrandivasalsqresidemftheNational
AssociatiohSchoolsf Theatré&Shesthepast
presidemtftheAssociatiéor Theatrm Higher
EducaticanddearEmeritaftheCollegefFellows
oftheAmericahheatr€arol8randhagaught
theatréorovedQyeardJporherretiremeiin
2006romSMUheUniversihamedgardem her
honorandhelllinoisHighSchodlheatrEestival
endowedlscholarshiphername.
Carol8randbbservebat'becauste
Nationdlheatr€onferentamom-and-poper
atiorwithouinfrastructuneterm®fofficeand
staffingt isnotaneasprganizationleacand
managén factwhileheBoardseclection terms
ofamixoftheatrerofessionasdacademics,
membei@echallengedassummoreresponsibil
ityandprovidenoresupportharothemnational
organizations...Wit&Boar&ndmembership
helpedh myriadndsignificamtayst feelsasif the
healtandvitalitpftheorganizatiamdwortiofthe

suchasWaitingfor GodofromanAfrican-Americanannuaheetinfallssquarelgntheshouldersthe

perspectivacludingseof‘hip-hopandrap.”
TheStLouiBlackRepertoomparsglected
Xosh&oquemoeastherecipientftheNTC
Scholarship.
Carol8randservedstheNationdlheatre
Conferenpeesidemi 2005-08/heservings
presidenGarol8randivagiearftheMeadows
SchoalftheArtsaatSouthemdethoditniversjiy
positiofromwhictshehasowretiredShénacthe

presidemndcheror hisstaff.”

It wasn recognitiooftheissuepointedutby
Carol8randthatheNT@nembership2006cre
atedheCindy..Havensvardor Administrative
ExcellencéhdirstHaven&vardvento Cindy
Haven§aroBrandt'assistaimtthedears officeat
SMUyhadhadworkedirelessignNT@dministra
tivematters 2005and2006 CindiHavertsoldsa
BAIn TheatrBlanagemeamtdProducticinomthe
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Universibf Northlexas-ollowinigergraduation
sheworked@sassistabhbxofficenanagdorthe
Majesti€heatrefDallag 982-92ZSheherpursued
acareeasaparalegahtil1998vhersheaeturned
toherrootsandbecamassistatgCarol&randt,
dearoftheMeadovw&choadftheArtsatSMU.
Carol8randalsgointedutthaduringher
presidenshebecamiacreasingtpncernegbout
NTGfiscaliabilitandstabilitfoomanynembers
werenotattendintpeannuaineetingorpaying
theiduesAmonthebasicausesfthisproblem
waghefacthatwhilessomgeoplarehonoretb
beinvitedntoNTCGheyonotalwayeelhrespon
sibilityosupporit eithefinanciallyr withtheir
presencéo addreghisproblenmPresideBrandt
workeaviththeBoarandwithtreasureDan
Cartefto analyzdeissuetheorganizatidaced
andhowbestoaddreshem.Finall\substantive
changesereecommendetheNTCodabout
financiandparticipatorgquisitesssentitd
maintaimembershiphesehangescluded
codeequiremetttatanymembanotattendinigr
threesuccessiyearshalbedroppedjnlesafor
malappeatreceive@uesveresetat$125and
canbechangeatanytime Failuréopaydues30
daysfteduesleadlineouldesultn themembes’
beinglroppeftfomNTAnN 2005themembership
washotifie@fthecodechanges.
MichadfahmartisticlirectoofThe
Shakespedieeatr&\ashingtoDCwaghe2005
PersonftheYearMichadkahmadornin
BrooklyandgraduatddomtheNework High
SchodbrtheArtsHehasaBAfromColumbiand
anhonorargioctorattomKearCollegefNew
JersepftegraduatirfgpmColumbi&ahibegan
hiscareedirectin@ff-Broadwhlegainedational
recognitiowherisproductioafAdrienne
KennedyrunnyHous®efaNegreavonanObie
AvardIn 1969hewasfferethepositiomfartistic
directoofTheAmericaBhakespedieeatrs
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Stratfordn 1974heassumeteProducing
DirectorshigftheMcCart@rheatrim Princeton,
andn 1986hemovetbtheShakespedieeatrim
WashingtoDCHeisalsahedirectooftheDrama
DivisioofJuilliardschoah Nework Cityanchas
beeronthefacultatNework Universignd
Princetomisformestudentaclud&eviilein
andRobiwilliamd herevasagoodnterchange
withMichadfahithroughotihedayindeed,
PresideBrandtlescribegisworkwithNT@s
“spectacular

MichagfahiselectedavidMuséorthePaul
GreefoundatidwardDavidMusewhoholds
BAandanMHRAin directinfromYale jscurrentlthe
associasgtisticlirectooftheShakespedieeatre,
Washingto®Cln additioto hisdutiesitthe
Shakespediteeatréd/lusalsalirectattheNew
York Theatrédorkshopandin Washingtaheatres
suchastheTheatralliancandheAren& heatre.

JimO’Connaselectiocommittadentified
JulilChastherecipiermftheStaviBlaywright
AvardChoadaughtefKorearmmigrantgjrote
herfirstplayin theeightlyradeAnativef Southern
Californig&hagraduatdcomAmhersindvas
workingnaPhOn EnglisatUerkeleyhershe
decidetb moveo Newrork Cityandoecomafull
timeplaywrighBeforeeceivingerawardChdad
alreadwritter®9HistoriesBFEandThe
Architecturef Lossn 2005shevasatworkon
DurangdShénassincevritterseverahoreplays
thathavdéoundgroductiom Nework.Mosbfher
workdealsvithAsian-Americamssequentiye
methecriteriorestablisheldiringKathleebonlis’
presidentiyatmoreemphasis NT@wardbe
placedndiversity ethnicitgndgender

The NTQuegtandingAdieement Averd for
2@M5wentto theDdl’ Ate @miany In operaionfar
oe 30years theDdl’AteCompanystesesphgt
cdlyinspred work crestedbyan enserble group.
Bagd in Céiforna, theDdl’ Ate Conary hes per-



formel thraudhou thelhited Satesandin Eurqpe
Caala,ard SuhAnarica It dso opraesthe
Ddl' Ate Shool which offerstheMRAiIn enseble-
bad physcalthestre In 20@ it preseted Shadow
of Gants, abouttreesttingin Céiforna,ardin 2005
it westauringits adpition of Moleres TheMse.
TheDell’Art€ompamamedessidéeight
GleasamndlylerOlsemsrecipientsftheNTC
Scholarshileasdmdbeermmembesfthe
Dell'Art€ompamsync002Shéadaughatthe
Dell’Art&choandscurrentlyheassistatathe
directooftheDell’Art8&chooDlsemsamore
receninembesftheDell’ Art€ompartyereceived
hisBAfromMinnesosBemidjstat&niversiand
isalsagraduataftheDell’ Art&chool.
In2006@avariationnthenewmembensc
granwasaddedotheFridayneetinghenewnem
berintroductongquestadainewnembeiENTC
preserinemselvasdheirspeciapproaché&s
theartofthetheatreAsecondessiooftheFriday
meetingaspresentatiofthehistorpfthe
Nationdlheatr€onferenbgpanelist&ra
MowerRoberts;elicibondréandAugusitaub.
PresideBrandalsaotifiednembetbaflhe
Playerdubwouldholongebeabldoaccommo
dateaFridayneetingutthatheFriarClulhad
generousigreetbhava\T@sitsguesbnFridays.
The200&PersonftheYeawasSuzan-Lori
ParksParksvaghel993ecipiertfthePauGreen
Foundatid®ardSincavinninghatawardshehas
becomeneof Americgmoramportarglay
wrightsAfulldescriptioofheraccomplishments
hadeermprovidedarliein thishistoryseel 993
Greefoundatid@ards)Bornn Kentuck$uzan-
LoriParksventohighschoah bothGermarand
Maryland\PhiBet&appgraduatefMount
Holyok€ollegshdaookadegrea bothEnglish
andGermaishestheholdeoftwoObieAwards,
theMacArthiroundatid@eniu&rant,andhe
200 ulitzePrizéor DramdorherplayTop

Dog/Undé&ogShasthefirstAfrican-American
womatowinthePulitzelPrizéor Draman addi
tiontostagelaysSuzan-Ld&tarkssalsaheauthor
ofseveralcreenplays¢ludingheGreaDebaters
directeyDenzalashingtamdsoorscheduled
forreleasdarkssalsauthoofthenoveGetting
Mothes'BodyT he discusson with Sissndori Paks
induded. among othe things her edraordinarywork
365 Daye'36 Rays From Novermber 2002 to
November 2003, e s for hersdf the task of writing
anew play eery day for a year. Nowrdeesed for pro-
duction, 36 Days 365 Hays has been performed and
wdl recaved throughat thelUSA
Parksiame@onnid/letzgavinneofthe
GreeRoundatidwardBonnidletzgas Parks’
producenf365Days/36BlaystThaPublic
TheateMetzgdregamworkingvithJosepRapat
ThePublid heaten 1989In 1994sheébecame
Papp’stagenanagendn 1996sheaosdothe
rankofAssociapeoduceCurrentlshesassociate
artistidirectofor DenvesCuriou$heatre
CompartfyhesalsmnthefacultatBrown
University
ColilfMcKenrmraceivetheStaviBlaywriting
Avardor2005A199&ordhamgraduat®)cKenna
holdsaMastestegrea playwritingomNework
UniversigflischSchoaftheArtsHewasiameth
2006& PlaywritirfeellovoytheDramati§i uilcbf
AmericddisfirstmajoplayTheSecreAgendaf
Treesscenesomwhiclweregerformefibrthe
membeisf NTGyagproducedtNeworks Cherry
Lan& heatreyhosartisticirectgrAngelina
FiordellisisamembearfNTC.
TheNT©utstandidghievemeatardvento
ThePublid heateaf Newfork CityFoundelaly
JosepRappn 1954 ThePublidheatarowoccu
piesevergerformanspaceascludinghetheatre
atLafayet&treetyhiclwagheformeAstor
Librarywhere¢hel96 premierefHairwagpre
sentedindtheDelacorféheatrm theParkwvhere
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freeShakespean¢heParkis producedn addi

tion,ThePublid heatalsgroduceatJoesPub
andatJoesPulintheParkOveR50,00People
annuallgttengroductiorea ThePublid heater

importartbtheidentitpfNTGespecialgnce
meetinop othercitiehadprevioushroughabout
thedangeoftheorganizatigiemisélhemem
bershipherdirectetheboardandhepresidenod

SuclproductiorgvencludedotonlyShakespeareseeladiffererandesexpensivieneto meein

andotherclassidsutalsahepremieresfsuch
worksaasTakeMeOut AChorugine andlopDog/
Undetog DuringtsmoretharbOyearsfexis
tenceproductioreg ThePublid@ heatdravevor40
TonyAvards] 350bieAwardsandfourPulitzer
PrizeforDrama.
AndStovervasiamedstherecipierfthe
2006\ ationdlheatr€onferen&eholarshiptover
tookherBAatYalein 1997andscurrentlinthe
MR progranm DramaturgyBrookly&ollegé\
playwriglainddramaturg&ndiStovdrashadher
playFourof a KindproducedtWOW afé@ndher
workMusido TraveBypresentetUndeBaint
Marks Theatréncludeeh herservicessadra
maturges herworkontheproductioaf Beauty
QueenfLeenan@resentdn/Persevrus
Productions.
Andopfcourseasdiscusseghrligrtheinitial
Cindy..Haven&vardor AdministratiZ&cellence
wentoCindy.Havens.
AttheSundayusinesgaeeting 2006the
membershiliscussehefinancigutureofNTCA
proposavasnadéoholdtheannuahneetings
lesexpensivgiesbutthemembershiecided
thatmeetinogp Nework CityandatThePlayensere
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NeworkandorenegotiatieecostsvithThe
Playerdub.Thepossibiligfaseparatancheon
feawasalsaliscusse@ctobaervasuggestada
meetinime andhe2007meetingaseforthe
lastweekenid October

Animportardannouncemaitithe2008usiness
meetingaghefacthatNT@owhadaW\ebsite.
PresideBrandprofusehanke T@embdEric
FieldingormerchairfTheatrandViedi&gtudies
atBrighamoungdJniversjfiprdesigninteattrae
tivelypresenteahchighlyletailet\ebsite
[wwwnationaltheatreconference.org].

On conpleinghe presdeng;, Garole Brandtsug
gesed thd, ater shehal had discusionswith past
presderts,geatr dforts shold bemaleto pubicze
theanrud anardsandthe ey publczeNTONih a
highe proile, it mghtnotproe so difficult to con-
vine saneanard redpients ud asPesmsofthe
Yearthd it isworth theeffort to gve afull dayto the
Natord Thetre Corden® Bandtobenes,“l wa
haoed to svetheNdond Thetre asits presdent
andwa gatfied tofed, asl turred thevrtud gad
ove toJak Wigh, tha sonethingsthatwevdue
hal happaeal throudp alotof pegles eforts, gen-
erositgndtdent It wesagoodrun?



S EVEYHVEYEARS STRONG
AND STRIDING TONARDS
ONEHUNDRED

ontheendof Carol8randstermof
fficetheNationdlheatr€onference
adcompletats75thyeaofofficial
xistencAnddespitandergoirsgy
eralthreattoitsexistencB,T@hdeed
isnowastron@ndclose-kndrganizatiovitha
brightandexcitinfutureasa“thinktank’forthe
leadersf AmericatheatreMoreoveNT®as
enterethe2 tcenturgstheproudoossessofan
internéé\ebsitsuperblgesigndayEricFielding,
NT@easurandaformemembearftheBoaraf
Trustees.
JackNightwaselectetbfollowCarol8randt
in NT@eadershipr2007-0&ndt willbehis
responsibililymoveN T @orwaranits25year
journeyoal10@ birthdayackNfightisanexcel
lentchoiceo starthejournejorNTCAPhDyradu
ateoftheUniversiofKansagyighthadeeronthe
KUacultgincel 976wherdorsoméimeheserved
asdirectoofUniversifyheatrim theKU
DepartmeotTheatrendrilmHehasotonly

workedh educationdleatreuthasacte@nd
directedndassistad castinfpranumbeofpro
fessionatagdilm,andelevisigoroductionkle
washerecentecipientftheUniversibfKansas
KempehwardorTeachingxcellencétightisalso
amembeorftheCollegefFellowsftheAmerican
Theatre.
Ashadeerthecasdormanyearsowthe
currenmembeisftheNationdlheatr€onference,
limitedo 120activenemberg) additiomoemer
tusandhonorargnemberayeamonthemostlis
tinguishguersonsftheAmericatheatricalom
munityeitheaseducato professiondleatre
practitiones both Althouganewmeetinime,
lateOctobeaisopposeb earlyDecemhdraseen
selandhemeetinglacevillbedividethetweethne
PlayersndheFriarlubtherasnoreasoto
assumhatheNT®villnotapproachOOyearsvith
greavigolanddistinctioandhattscontributioto
thepracticandunderstandioffheartoftheatre
willcontinuto beespecialgygnificant.
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